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• Board Meetings Report
   (See items on pages 1, 4, 5, 6 & 9)
• CBOD & ABOD Presidents’ Messages
   (See articles on pages 3 & 4)
• ABOD, CBOD Seek Director Candidates
  (See articles on pages 21 & 24)
• New Resident Orientation
   (See article on page 2)
• Gutter Cleaning Schedule
   (See article on page 20)

Operating Financial Commentary for the Month of January 2024
			   January 2024 (FY 2024) The Villages Cash & Overview:
			   Total Combined Cash Balance		 $33,144,665
				    Total Operating Cash		  $  4,933,678
				    Total Replacement Fund	 $12,029,021
				    Total Reserves	 Fund		  $16,181,966

Club Operating Statement Review
For the month of January 2024

Club Operating	
Total Cash
	 Operating Cash		  $  3,746,933
	 Capital Fund		  $     511,230
	 Capital Replacement	 $11,517,791

Operations Total Revenue		
			               MTD	  YTD	
Total Revenue    	      $1,176,034    $9,032,533
	 Total Assessments    $   778,298    $5,448,089 (60.3%)

	 Total Other Revenue  $   397,736    $3,584,445 (39.7%)

Operating Surplus/(Club Operations)
  			             MTD	  YTD	
Net Surplus	     	 $   -86,413     $  -318,823
Budgeted Surplus	 $     -9,376     $  -189,329
Variance to Budget   $ -77,037     $  -129,494	      

Operating Total Expense
				      MTD	     YTD
Total Operating Expense   $1,262,448  $9,351,356
Total Payroll & Benefits      $   852,264  $5,817,145 (62.2%)

Total Operating Expense     $  410,184  $3,534,211 (37.8%)

Get tickets for Concert Band’s ‘The Great White Way!’
On Sunday, March 10, at 2:30 p.m., come join the Villages’ 

Concert Band as it presents a Broadway-themed concert in 
Cribari Auditorium. This concert is dedicated to the memory of 
Kathi Levin who left us on February 10, 2024. Her French Horn 
and her husband, Earl’s Bari-Saxophone, were cornerstones 
of the Concert Band from its early inception. Kathi’s presence 
will be with us always.

There are multiple ways to purchase the $20 tickets:
• On the day of the performance—starting at 1:30 p.m.
• Ahead of time by going to the Auditorium lobby Saturday 

March 9, from 10 a.m. to noon. 
• New: go to https://forms.gle/tE7XwyoDmov6Av8v7 (until 

March 10) and provide the requested information.
Tickets include a 10 percent off benefit at the Villages Res-

taurant main dining room on that day.
Some of the music the band will be performing: The James Christensen all-encompassing arrangement of 

“Broadway Journey: 25 Years of Golden Classics.” An arrangement from Warren Barker of Gershwin! Rodgers 
and Hammerstein’s selections from “Carousel.” The jazz standard from Rodgers and Hammerstein— “Softly, As 
In A Morning Sunrise.” “The Symphonic Duke,” a captivating set arranged by Tommy Newsom. And Meredith 
Wilson’s “The Music Man” to capture your early Americana spirit. And maybe more...

Come cheer on the band’s special guest conductor for one of the selections.
The band awards multiple fellowships to local students as part of each concert—and to help make that hap-

pen, there will be a gift basket drawing (or two)! Please help support the students and band with your purchase! 
If you are unable to drive, do not let that stop you from attending. Please contact the Villages Medical Auxiliary 

at 408-238-4230 to schedule transportation.
For more information about the Music Society, Inc. check out villagesmusicsociety.org
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Community TV channel: 
CHANNEL 27: Currently playing

• Avoiding Senior Scams
• Landscape & Functional Turf
• Welcome to Our Website
• Aerial Views of The Villages
• Fire Safety Town Hall
(See page 12 for broadcast 
times on the above items and 
for other programming.)

(Continued on page 4)
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IN MEMORIAM

COMMUNITY NEWS

In Memoriam notices are run free of charge.
Notices include name of deceased, date of birth and date of 

passing. Brief notices of memorial gatherings may be included 
with the notice, providing event is held in a Villages’ facility. 

Obituary notices may be placed in the Classified Advertising 
section for a fee. For more information, please call Kory Tran at 
ktran@the-villages.com or 408-754-1341 or Scott Hinrichs at 
shinrichs@the-villages.com or 408-223-4655.

PULSE
Dear Readers:
The Villager welcomes everyone’s voice sharing ideas, opinions and accounts of life in The Villages in the 

Pulse column. Please follow the guidelines carefully.
Pulse deadline is 4 p.m. on Thursday of the week prior to publication. Pulse letters will be published in 

complete or abridged form at the discretion of the Publisher and in accordance with the editorial policies 
and rules established by the Club Board of Directors. (See VGCC Rule 1.30.) Opinions expressed by Pulse 
letter authors do not necessarily reflect the opinions of The Villager Publisher, staff, boards of directors or 
management.

All Pulse letters must be 200 words or fewer on a single topic relating to life in the Villages. Letter authors 
are limited to one published Pulse letter per month. Each letter must also include name, address, phone 
number, date and number of words. Typed or legibly written letters must include your signature and may 
be hand delivered to the Pulse mailbox in Administration Building B or by mailing to the Communications 
Advisory Committee, 5000 Cribari Lane, San Jose, CA 95135.

Letters may be submitted electronically through the Pulse Submission Form on the Resident Portal: resident.
thevillagesgcc.com/pulse , or emailed to Villager Managing Editor S. Hinrichs: shinrichs@the-villages.com .

E-mailed letters must include the text within the body of the email and the subject line must read PULSE LETTER. 
				    2 Pulse letters received this week.
				    1 Pulse letter withdrawn by author..
				    1 Pulse letters published this week.

DEADLINES
General Copy: All general copy, other than sports, is due by 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, seven days prior to publication. For editorial information call 408-
754-1341 or 408-223-4655 or email ktran@the-villages.com.
Sports: Sports copy is acceptable after deadline only by permission of the 
Managing Editor, 408-223-4655.
Classified Ads: Classified ads, renewals, cancellations and changes are due 
by 4 p.m. on the Monday before publication. Holiday deadlines differ. You 
may fax classified ads to 408-274-2843 or e-mail to: areed@the-villages.com 
or ktran@the-villages.com. For more information, please call 408-223-4657, 
408-754-1341 or 408-223-4655.
Display Ads: Display ad rates and placement may be arranged by calling 
Adrienne at 408-223-4657. Display advertising information is available on 
The Villages website at: www.thevillagesgcc.com.
Delivery: The Villager is published on Thursday and distributed to all residents 
Friday morning. Extra copies of the latest editions are available in The Villager 
office, in Cribari Center and in the Library.  
Call 408-223-4655 to report missed deliveries.

POLICIES
Publication of advertising in The Villager does not constitute endorsement. 
Licensed real estate professionals advertising in The Villager are required to 
name themselves as agent or broker, or list the name of the brokerage for 
whom they work as part of their ad. This is in compliance with Real Estate 
Law Section 10140.6.
All copy is subject to editing and must be submitted with that understanding. 
The Villager reserves the right to reject or discontinue advertising or articles 
that are deemed unsuitable.

The Villages Communications Advisory Committee develops operation-
al plans, reviews rules and policies, and advises the General Manager and Club 
Board on issues pertaining to The Villager, including Pulse letters, Channels 26 
and 27, FastLane and the website. Residents having relevant concerns may 
attend meetings or call committee members by phone:  Chair Nick Yannac-
cone at 408-219-9296, and Co-Chair Debbie Champion at 408-960-6994.

HOURS
The Villager editorial and classified advertising hours are Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to to 4:30 p.m. The Villager display advertising office hours 
are by appointment. Call 408-223-4657 to schedule.

The Villager is the official and legal communication medium for The Villages, a 
Senior Community. Its mission is to provide residents with timely information 
about activities, facilities and services at The Villages, and to promote a sense 
of community by documenting and celebrating those common experiences 
highlighting life at The Villages.

The Villager is published every Thursday 
under policies established by the 
Club Board of Directors:
	 Leslie Lambert		 President
	 Judy Owen		  Vice President
	 Bob Krattli		  Secretary
	 Richard Zahner	 Treasurer
	 Liz Kung		  Director
	 Larry Versaw 		  Director
	 Andrew Altman	 Director

Villager Personnel:
Theresa M. Ostrander	 Publisher
Elizabeth Park		  Communications
Scott Hinrichs		  Managing Editor
Kory Tran		  Associate Editor
Jerry Marquez		  Design Editor
Adrienne Reed		  Advertising Customer Service

The Villager is published by The Villages Golf and Country Club, 
5000 Cribari Lane, San Jose, California 95135. Copyright 2024. All 
rights reserved.
Visit The Villages website at: thevillagesgcc.com

EVF’s Annual Document Shredding Event is April 20
It’s that time of year again! If you’ve been sifting through your papers and receipts for tax filing 

and found yourself with a pile of sensitive documents to dispose of, worry not. The Evergreen 
Villages Foundation (EVF) is here to assist.

On Saturday morning, April 20, between 9 a.m. and 11:15 a.m., a professional shredding 
truck will be available in the Cribari East parking lot. Instead of tossing your papers into the trash, 
where they might be seen by prying eyes, bring them to the EVF event. You 
can witness their secure shredding, leaving you confident that your sensitive 
information is thoroughly destroyed.

The donation for this service is $10 per box or bag (approximately 20 
pounds), payable on the spot in cash or by check only. Please make sure to 
exclude color paper, folders, and other heavy materials.

Additionally, if you have any flags you’d like to retire, you can drop them off. 
They will be disposed of during the Villages Veterans Club’s annual July 4 event at Gazebo Park.

Proceeds from events like the shredding initiative contribute to the EVF’s General Fund, which 
enhances Village amenities for residents’ comfort and benefit. If you’re interested in working with 
the EVF to improve the Villages lifestyle, visit evfsj.org and become a Sustaining Member for as 
little as $5 per month. One-time donations can also be made via the website at any time.

There has been discussion regarding eliminating Villager home delivery in newspaper format 
as a means of reducing our HOA costs. Most people have electronic access to the online Vil-
lager site. Even commercial newspapers and magazines have moved to online sites. Eliminating 
paper delivery would help reduce our carbon footprint. Some including myself may still prefer a 
handheld version of the paper but cutting costs to make the HOA expense sustainable outweighs 
the nostalgia of the paper edition. Eventually, the paper edition will be eliminated and now is a 
worthwhile time to do it. 

The Villages has an election coming up. This would be an excellent time to have the entire 
community vote on whether Villager paper delivery is still desired and the expense justified. Let’s 
make a decision that the community decides on rather than the opinions of a few.

					     —John Brueck 

Marshall Ziock
December 25, 1946—February 15, 2024 

Welcome New Residents!
New Resident Orientation Scheduled for March 13

There will be a New Resident Orientation on Wednesday, March 13, at 3 p.m. at The Villages 
Clubhouse. This event is for new residents who have recently moved in and provides new resi-
dents with valuable information regarding community amenities, governance, rules, architectural 
control requirements, clubs and organizations, and other important information. For reservations 
please call 408-223-4674.   

If you are unable to sign up for this orientation please keep your eyes on The Villager newspaper 
and the FastLane email blasts for information about future sessions.  

Note:  For clubs and organizations wishing to attend, space is limited—please call 408-223-
4674 before March 8 to confirm attendance.  

Correction: The February 15 Villager featured an article titled “Voting reminders from 
the Villages Republican Club” that said “when you are asked to vote for three or vote for six, 
you must do that and vote for the exact number. If you leave blanks, your ballot is subject to 
adjudication and could be changed to a candidate you might not want to vote for.”

According to Ballotpedia and the California Secretary of State’s website, an undervote oc-
curs when the number of choices selected by a voter in an election is less than the maximum 
number allowed for that election. Voters have the right to undervote if they choose to do so. 
Properly marked votes on the ballot will then be counted. For more information, visit the Califor-
nia Trusted Information page at sos.ca.gov/elections/election-cybersecurity/trusted-information
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BOARDS & COMMITTEES

More BOARDS & COMMITTEES and 
COMMUNITY  NOTICES on pages  4, 5, 6, 9, 21 & 24

GOVERNANCE MEETINGS
BOARD MEETINGSTHE DACS

ABOD President’s Message—
February  27, 2024

February has been a month of cold rain with everyone hun-
kering down to stay warm and do paperwork…taxes, budgets, 
reserves planning, project reviews.  Even so, it’s wonderful to see 
everything green and knowing the Sierra snowpack is growing, 
giving us a hedge against the dry weather of summer.

Our insurance committee, led by David Cook, spent several 
more meetings discussing possible insurance options, which 
are few and far between. We were amazed to hear that many 
California HOAs have had their property insurance cancelled or 
they were only offered partial insurance! We are so fortunate that 
The Villages has an excellent claim record so companies are still 
willing to offer full insurance to us—even though prices continue 
to rise dramatically.  Our efforts in fire safety have also helped 
us be attractive to insurance companies. 

The FLaME  committee (Fire, Landscaping, Materials & Environ-
ment) including members from the ABOD, CBOD, HBOD and staff, 
met with Carol Rice for a review of the fire safety recommendations 
for each village and their implementation in the coming months and 
years. While The Villages is not in a high risk area, we can always 
improve our fire-hardening efforts. The priorities Rice mentioned 
at the meeting were repeated from the twelve DAC reports:  1) 
reduce the mesh in vents to prevent flying embers from entering 
our attics, 2) reduce the available fire fuel by trimming hedges and 
eliminating highly flammable plants such as juniper and rosemary, 
3) reduce flammable structures such as decks and fences that 
touch the buildings. These efforts will be rolled into ongoing paint 
projects, landscape contracts, and maintenance plans to be as 
cost effective as possible.  FLaME is also exploring becoming 
a FireWise community, a national designation for communities 
that have made wildfire safety a priority. For more information on 
FireWise, go to www.readyforwildfire.org.

The ABOD had a workshop with our senior staff to review the 
new tools being used to track our finances and reserves planning. 
Smart Properties will be managing Reserves.

MaintainX now manages our preventative maintenance and 
work orders.  Cobalt is our ERP (Enterprise Resource Planning 
System)—managing financial, golf, food & beverage, website, 
and all other homeowner-related activities. While learning these 
new systems is challenging for many Villagers including your 
ABOD president, the staff is very familiar with them and will be 
able to give us far better financial reports in a more timely manner.

Finally, it is great fun to watch the progress being made on 
the new bocce court. Staying active is one of the best aspects 
of The Villages. More places to play will be wonderful!

	 —Diana Hallock, Villages Association President

Club President’s Message—February 27, 2024 
Hello, Villagers!  The beautiful hillsides that surround The Villages property are alive and have 

taken on a hue of verdant green. While we continue to celebrate the rainy season, the storms 
have generated a tremendous amount of clean-up work throughout The Villages and on the golf 
courses. Many large eucalyptus trees fell during the storms, thankfully with no personal injuries 
nor property damage. The downed trees have been successfully cleared by several arborist and 
landscaping companies. Please be careful out there if you come upon a fallen tree or any other 
dangerous situation, and file Work Orders as quickly as possible.

Many significant projects are underway all over The Villages.  Most prominently is the develop-
ment of the third bocce court at Gazebo Park. Many excited Villagers showed up onsite to see 
the project get started, and that same day I authorized the placement of a safety fence to protect 
everyone. We appreciate your excitement, and request that you please take care when approach-
ing any construction site at The Villages. We want you to be in good shape to enjoy all new and 
improved amenities. As well, the Montgomery pool is now being resurfaced and will be ready 
when pool season opens on April 1. Reminder that both Cribari and Foothill pool areas were also 
updated during this winter season. Kudos go out to the Public Works department, as they have 
been very busy taking care of The Villages property, making improvements in several locations.

The Club Board has engaged in the process to develop the FY25 budget. The Club Board 
held its first detailed session with the General Manager and her team, reviewing the input from 
all Club Board Standing Committees, clubs, and organizations, plus reviewing the first look at 
capital replacement projects and the funds required to support that proposed work. Along with 
the Association and Homeowners’ Corporation Boards, the Club Board also approved a portion of 
the annual insurance renewal this week, with the precise percentage increase still being worked.  
Several details of the FY25 budget need to be sorted out in a short amount of time, as the FY25 
budget is scheduled to be approved at the CBOD monthly meeting on April 30, 2024.

The Policy Committee of the Club Board continues to revise the current Club Bylaws and several 
Club Policies.  Reminder, that at a minimum, the newly revised Club Bylaws must comply with sev-
eral updates to California Corporation Code. More revisions to Club Policies will be reviewed during 
Club Board meetings over the next few months, and two are planned for this month’s agenda. This 
type of work by Boards is rarely seen as fun and exciting, yet it’s very necessary work to ensure and 
maintain good governance.  Reminder that all policy revisions are published in The Villager newspaper 
to allow Villager review, and we welcome your written comments and feedback.

Many Villagers have written to the Club Board expressing their thoughts about the “membership 
initiation fee” that is proposed in the revision of Club Board Policy CPo 302:  Dues, Assessments, 
Charges, and Fees. This concept was discussed and agreed to during a Three-Board strategic 
planning session last fall. The Villages has several aging Club facilities and amenities that if not 
updated or replaced will eventually negatively impact property values if investments are not made.  
This fact drives the need to accumulate a higher level of capital funds that is not 20 years out but 
is much nearer.  We know that at least 20% of the property value for each home at The Villages is 
determined by the value of the Club facilities and amenities. The Club Board has been reviewing 
benchmarking data from successful clubs and their facilities to calibrate where The Villages should 
invest, how much, and when. This is a work in progress that is also dependent on a pending legal 
review and opinion. More information will be shared in an “Ask the CBOD” article that is planned 
for next week’s edition of The Villager newspaper.

Finally, we are very happy to continue our positive engagement with the hard-working Villages 
Executive Staff, and most importantly with our General Manager, Theresa Ostrander. The Club 
Board recognizes the super heavy workload you and your staff are currently carrying and sincerely 
appreciate the extra efforts and highest levels of professionalism exhibited by the entire team.  
Thank you, Theresa, and Team, for your support of the Club Board and all you do for The Villages!

		  —Leslie Lambert, Villages Golf & Country Club President

Association
• The Villages Association Board of Directors Monthly Board hybrid meeting is 
   Tuesday, March 26 at 9:30 a.m. in Foothill Center and on Zoom.
		  Meeting ID: 917 8108 3392; Passcode: 223468; Dial: 1-669-900-6833
Club
• The Villages Golf & Country Club Board of Directors Regular Meeting is Tuesday, 
   March 26 at 1:30 p.m. in Foothill Center and on Zoom.
		   Meeting ID: 961 5036 4740; Passcode: 260616; Dial: 1-669-900-6833
Homeowners
• The Villages Golf & Country Club Homeowners’ Corporation Quarterly Meeting 
  is Thursday, March 14 at 9 a.m. (More details to be announced)

Fairways DAC to meet March 5
The Villages Fairways DAC will hold a meeting on Tuesday, March 5 from 5 

p.m. to 6 p.m. in the Cribari Patio Room.

Glen Arden DAC to meet March 18
Glen Arden will hold a DAC meeting on Monday, March 18 at 4 p.m. at Mont-

gomery Center. Note the different location and date.
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Operating Financial Commentary…
(Continued from front page)

• Revenue (Less Assessments): $397,700, resulting in a $ -15,800 unfavorable variance to a 
   budget of $413,500, YTD $245,000 favorable variance to a budget of $3,339,000.

• Golf Services, including golf course: $117,700, resulting in a $ -20,400 unfavorable variance 
   to a budget of $138,000, YTD $55,800 favorable variance to a budget of $1,177,000.
	 - Golf Cart Rentals $ -1,600 unfavorable, YTD $10,800 favorable.
	 - Greens Fees $ -20,100 unfavorable, $38,900 favorable.
	 - Driving Range Fees $1,000 favorable, $3,400 favorable.
• Community Activities: $37,900, resulting in a $2,600 favorable variance to a budget 
   of $35,000, YTD $ -10,700 unfavorable vairance to a budget of $290,500. 
	 - Advertising Income $2,400 favorable, YTD $1,100 favorable
	 - Lessons & Classes $3,400 favorable, YTD $ 21,200 favorable.
	 - Activities Income $ -1,000 unfavorable, YTD $ -50,900 unfavorable.
• Public Safety: $9,000, resulting in a $ -3,000 unfavorable variance to a budget of $12,000, 
   YTD $ - 9,000 unfavorable variance to a budget of $28,000.
	 - Fees & Other Income $ -3,000 unfavorable, YTD $ -9,900 unfavorable.
• Administrative and Business Activities: $9,500, resulting in a $ -5,000 unfavorable variance 
   to a budget of $15,000, YTD $11,800 favorable variance to a budget of $139,000.
	 - Rental Setup Fees $ -1,600 unfavorable, YTD $ -1,000 unfavorable.
	 - Resale Admin Fees $ -1,800 unfavorable, YTD $ -6,000 unfavorable.
	 - Other Business Activity Income $ -3,800 unfavorable, YTD $ -1,600 unfavorable.
	 - Interest/Late Fees $2,100 favorable, YTD $20,800 favorable.

• Expenses: $1,262,000, resulting in a $ -61,000 unfavorable variance to the budget of $1,201,000, 
   YTD $ -374,000 unfavorable variance to a budget of $8,976,000.

• Employee Expenses $ -39,000 unfavorable, YTD $ -192,000 unfavorable.
• Services Expenses $ -23,600 unfavorable, YTD $ -198,900 unfavorable.
	 - Legal Fees $ -5,300 unfavorable, YTD $ -64,400 unfavorable.
	 - Professional Fees $ -29,000 unfavorable, YTD $ -120,000 unfavorable.
	 - Credit Card Processing Fees $ -3,800 unfavorable, YTD $ -29,500 unfavorable.
• Utilities $ -5,000 unfavorable, YTD $ -57,000 unfavorable.
	 - Electricity $ -4,000 unfavorable, YTD $ -35,000 unfavorable.
		  • Budgeted at a 4.3% increase as of January 1, 2024, the rate increased by 12.8%. 
		    Rates were announced before the 2024 fiscal year budget completion.
	 - Water was natural for the month, YTD $ -14,400 unfavorable.
		  • Currently, a dispute on the reading for recycled water for the 
	                Golf Course is pending of approximately $106,000.
	 - Telephone $ -1,500 unfavorable, YTD $ -15,000 unfavorable.

• Board of Director Expenses: YTD $35,700 resulting in a $ -25,900 
	    unfavorable variance to a budget of $9,800.
No other major variances to report at this time.

January 2024—Investment Overview—Club
Total Combined Cash Balance:	 $12,029,021
	 Total Money Market:		  $     284,436
	 Total CDs				    $11,443,000
	 Total Government Treasuries:	 $     301,585

Association Operating Statement Review
For the month of January 2024

Association Cash Balance 	 $16,026,000

Association Operating
Total Cash
	 Association Operating Cash	 $  1,152,546
	 Association Reserves		  $16,084,697

Operations Total Revenue		
				           MTD		       YTD		

Total Revenue			   $1,130,813	 $7,923,276
	 Total Assessments	 $1,125,309	 $7,877,165	
	 Total Other Revenue	 $       5,504	 $     46,111

Operating Surplus/Assoc. Operating
					           MTD		  YTD

Total Operating Surplus		  $   79,068    $ -21,695
	 Budgeted Surplus/(Deficit)	 $ 109,235    $ -78,291

	 Variance to Budget		  $  -30,167    $  56,596

Operating Expense
				         MTD		        YTD		

Total Operating Expense	 $1,051,745	 $7,944,971
	 Total Operating Expense	 $   903,360	 $6,912,898 
	 Total Inter-Co. Transfers	 $   148,385	 $1,032,073

• Revenue: Was $ -98 unfavorable to the budget of $1,131,000, 
YTD $6,800 favorable to a budget of $7,916,000
	 No significant variances to report at this time.

• Expenses: For the month were $ -30,000 unfavorable to 
the budget of $1,021,000.
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Club Board Voting Record for February 27, 2024

	 - Operating Siupplies were unfavorable by $ -2,800, YTD 
unfavorable by $ -1,400.

	 - Utilities Expenses were unfavorable by $ -2,000 due to 
an unfavorable variance in electrical expenses of $ -3,000. Electric 
was not budgeted for the 12.8 % rate increase on January 1, 
2024. YTD $ -6,000.

	 - Insurance expenses remain unfavorable to the budget 
as reported in the prior months; January’s unfavorable variance 
was $ -44,000, and YTD, the unfavorable variance is $ -307,600.

The YTD net favorable operating budget variance for 
January 2024 was $56,500. This favorable variance is 
contributed to by the favorable water expense of $341,000. 
(Water Bills are received every two months, the first month 
is accrued to budget and trued up in the following month 
when the invoice is received.)

No other major variances to report at this time.
(Continued on page 6)

Missed your Villager?
If you missed delivery of your 

weekly copy of The Villager, please 
call 408-223-4655 after 11:30 a.m. 
to report it. 

You may pick up a replacement 
copy of your paper at the newsstand at 
the entrance of Building B or go online 
to the Villages website—www.thevillag-
esgcc.com—and download the current 
and past editions to your computer. 

Club Nominating Committee seeks candidates
The Villages Golf and Country Club Board Nominating Committee is actively seeking candidates 

for election to the Club Board of Directors. The Club Board is responsible for the management of 
Club operations including, but not limited to all recreational, social, and cultural events in operation 
at The Villages, as well as the community centers and adjoining swimming pools, the Clubhouse/
Pro Shop complex, the two golf courses and tennis courts.

The Club governing documents provide that there shall be seven directors, and an election 
will be held during May and June for three director positions to serve three-year terms, and one 
director position to serve a term of one year.  (The one-year term is the final year of a three-year 
term of a former director due to resignation.) 

It’s a rewarding experience to participate in the governance of this vibrant community.  The 
Nominating Committee urges all Villages’ property owners to consider involvement in the com-
munity decisions through service on The Villages Golf and Country Club Board of Directors.

If you are interested in being a candidate, and/or need additional information please contact 
any of the Club Nominating Committee Members:  Vivian Brown vivianbrown1328@comcast.net;  
Beverly Poellot bpoellot@gmail.com and Julie Wash jwash191@yahoo.com

Library Used 
Book Sale
The Villages Library 

Book Sale is open for 
business all year long 
on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays at 10 a.m. 
to noon.
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More BOARDS & COMMITTEES

Association Board Voting Record for February 27, 2024

Homeowners’ Operating Statement Review
For the month of January 2024

Homeowners’ Cash Balance: 	$131,468

Non-Estates Operating	
	 Total Cash
		  Non-Estates Operating Cash	 $5,524

Non-Estates Total Revenue	 	 			 
				      MTD		     YTD
	 Total Revenue	 $4,686		  $32,803

Operating Surplus/Non-Estates Operating
						          MTD		    YTD	
	 Total Operating Surplus		  $  -1,153	 $   840
		  Budgeted Surplus		  $     -121	 $  -847
		  Variance to Budget		  $  -1,032	 $1,687

Non-Estates Operating Expense
				      MTD		     YTD	
Total Operating Expense	 $5,839		  $31,963

* Legal Expenses of $ -1,000 unfavorable, YTD $1,700 favorable variance to  
budget.

No other significant variances to report.
The YTD net favorable operating budget variance as of January 2024 

was $1,600.

(Continued on page 9)

Operating Financial Commentary…
(Continued from front page)
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COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
The following events are sponsored by The Villages. Please call 408-223-4643 for additional information.

Resident Excursion Participation Guidelines

Recreation Services office 
offers a wide variety of activi-
ties for the enjoyment of the Vil-
lages residents. Please check 
your personal calendars prior to 
committing to an event, class 
or trip. Once registered for an 
activity, you are responsible for 

the cost of the activity. All sales 
are final.

Registration is limited to 
residents only for the first  
two weeks. 

Management assumes resi-
dents and guests are able to 
participate in our sponsored 

activities independently. We 
reserve the right to evaluate the 
participant’s ability to partici-
pate based on each individual’s 
physical abilities and/or dem-
onstrated behaviors. You may 
always take a caregiver with 
you to help with your needs.

Employees are not per-
mitted to provide physical 
assistance to participants. 
If personal assistance or a 
wheelchair is needed, the 
participant must arrange for a 
caregiver with paid reservation 
to accompany him/her.

Employees, residents and 
their guests represent the Vil-
lages Golf and Country Club 
off site. It is expected that all 
participants will conduct them-
selves in a dignified, coopera-
tive and congenial manner.

Building B business hours
The Recreation Services office in Building B is open Monday 

to Friday 8:30 a.m. – noon and from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Join us April 9 at the elegant 
Graton Casino and Resort

On Tuesday, April 9, join us for a chance to win big at the 
Graton Casino and resort in Sonoma County. We will depart 
from the Cribari East Parking Lot at 7:30 a.m. with an estimated 
return time of 7 p.m. 

G r a t o n  i s 
the largest and 
most e legant 
casino in the 
region. It holds 
3,000 state-of-
the-art  s lots, 
over 100 tables 
games and a 
live poker room. 
Non-smoking 
play areas are 

available, if preferred. When not playing, you can enjoy their 
variety of casual and fine dining options. Fine diners can partake 
in restaurants like 630 Park Steakhouse, Tony’s of North Beach 
(Italian) and the Boathouse Asian Eatery. More relaxed diners 
can enjoy the options of the Marketplace, which includes pizza, 
a grill, a Starbucks, and so much more.

If interested, a no-cost special rewards membership is on offer 
where you can get $25 free slot play. This membership entitles 
you to a discount at the gift shop among other perks. Additionally, 
on Tuesdays, people aged 50 and up earn an extra $10 reward 
after earning 100 rewards points.

Participants must show valid photo IDs to sign up for a re-
wards membership and to claim any winnings. If you are unsure 
if your ID will be accepted, please contact Recreation Services at 
408-223-4643. Gratuity for driver is included in price, additional 
tipping is at your discretion.

Activity Level: Light activity (mostly seated, long bus ride).
The cost per person is $63 and includes round trip transpor-

tation and escort. Register in Building B during business hours. 
The deadline is Friday, March 15 or sooner if spots fill up.

Learn about ‘Building Your Immunity!’
Join Natsuko Tsuji on Wednesday, April 4 from 10–11:15 a.m. in the Sequoia Room for “Building 

Your Immunity!” Are you getting sick more frequently? Would you like to strengthen your immune 
system? This class will cover what the immune system is, which nutrients play a role in support-
ing it, the differences between prebiotics and probiotics, and three ways to boost your defense 
system through diet. You will also learn cooking and menu planning tips. At the end of the class, 
Natusko will share her favorite immunity-boosting recipes.

The cost is $41 per person. Register in Building B during business hours starting Monday, 
March 4. Registration deadline is Friday, March 22 or sooner if spots fill up.

Natsuko Tsuji, MS, RDN is a registered dietitian nutritionist and holds a master’s degree in Nu-
tritional Science. You may know her as our current Pilates instructor. She also currently teaches 
nutrition classes at San Jose State University and has experience in providing nutritional assess-
ments and counseling. Natsuko is also a certified chef and yoga teacher.

Take a trip to see Fashioning San Francisco 
and Irving Penn Exhibits

Explore the history of San Francisco through fashion with two amazing exhibits at de Young 
Museum! On Wednesday, April 17, join us for one of the most 
iconic collections of 20th- and 21st-century women’s clothing in the 
United States. The first major presentation of de Young’s costume 
collection in over 35 years, plus local loans of high fashion and haute 
couture. It showcases designs from pillars of the fashion industry 
such as Christina Dior, Alexander McQueen, Comme des Garcons and more. Many items have 
never been shown before! 

Also, you can try on some amazing looks from the collection using the Snapchat Augmented 
Reality Mirrors. Have you ever wanted to wear a Yves Saint Laurent piece or Valentino gown? 
Step right up for this virtual experience and get a good look at your fabulous self!

But wait, there’s more! Fashion fans will also enjoy an exhibit of Vogue’s longest-standing con-
tributor, Irving Penn’s revolutionary fashion photography in the postwar era. He is widely recognized 
as one of the 20th century’s greatest photographers. Using neutral backgrounds, he emphasized 
models’ personalities through their gestures and expressions. The exhibition includes about 175 
photographs spanning Penn’s nearly 70-year career.

Activity Level: Light to Moderate Activity (benches may or may not be available).
We will depart from Cribari East Parking Lot at 8:30 a.m. with an estimated return time of 3 p.m. 
The cost is $80 per person and includes admission, escort, and round-trip transportation; $46 

for Fine Arts Museum of San Francisco (FAMSF) Members.
Admission for the Fashioning San Francisco exhibit, Irving Penn exhibit, Snapchat Augmented 

Reality Mirrors, and general collections is included in the price. An optional self-guided audio tour 
for both exhibits is available for an extra $6. Lunch options include the museum café and outdoor 
food stands in the area. Gratuity for driver is included in price, additional tipping is at your discretion.

Register in Building B during business hours starting Monday, March 4. Registration deadline 
is Friday, March 22 or sooner if spots fill up.

Sign up for Mat Pilates!
Sign up for the next set of Mat Pilates classes, being offered 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. on Tuesdays, 

April 2 to May 7 (six classes) in Cribari Conference Room. 
 The cost per student is $68.50 (yoga mat purchased independently as needed, more details 

below). Register in Building B during business hours beginning Monday, March 4. The deadline 
is Friday, March 22 or sooner if the class fills up.

Mat Pilates is a strengthening and lengthening form of exercise that focuses on your core 
muscles while also training your arms and legs. It is a mind and body practice that improves pos-
ture, coordination, balance, focus, body awareness, stress management and injury prevention. 
Participants should be comfortable performing exercises on a mat on the floor and able to get 
up from the floor without help. A yoga mat is required for this class and must be purchased on 
your own. Natsuko Tsuji will be your instructor for most of the classes. She is a certified Yoga and 
Pilates instructor with 10 years of experience teaching Yoga and over eight years teaching Pilates. 
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Soup of the 
Day

For the week of 3/4 to 3/10

THE CLUBHOUSE
2800 The Villages Fairway Drive, San Jose CA 95135 	 All Clubhouse & Bistro menus can be found at thevillagesgcc.com	

For Information:
408-223-4687

To order 
Curbside 

Grab and Go,  
call 

408-370-8553

Monday, March 4
Tomato Bisque
Tuesday, March 5
Shiitake Mushroom with 
Chicken
Wednesday, March 6
Chicken Noodle
Thursday, March 7 
Beef Fiesta
Friday, March 8
Clam Chowder
Saturday, March 9 
Chef’s Choice
Sunday	, March 10
Chef’s Choice

Main phone line: 408-223-4687
Reservation: Press #1, Curbside Order and Pick-up: Press #2

Manager on duty: Press #4, Events and Catering: Press #5
Online

Reservation or Curbside Order: Clubhousereservation.com
Email: theclubhouse@the-villages.com

Weekly Specials
For the week of 3/4 to 3/10

Breakfast Special:
Tuesday 3/5 to Sunday 3/10

Country Fried Steak & Eggs: Breaded, Pan-Fried Steak and 
Country Gravy with Two Eggs Any Style with Choice of Breakfast 

Side     $17.95

Lunch Specials:
Monday 3/4 to Sunday 3/10—11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Monte Cristo Sandwich: Turkey, Ham, Cheddar Cheese and Swiss 
Cheese on Brioche French Toast with Powdered Sugar and Cranberry 

with Choice of Sides  $16.95

Crispy Chicken Wrap: Crispy Chicken, Lettuce, Tomato, Bacon, 
Cheese and Ranch Dressing in a Flour Tortilla with Choice of Side  

$16.95

Dinner Specials: 
Tuesday 3/5 to Sunday 3/10—5 p.m. to 8 p.m. (Last Seating)

Filet Mignon, Bearniaise:  Center Cut 6-oz. Filet Mignon with 
Bearniaise Sauce with Choice of Sides  $42.95

Orange Roughy: Caper Beurre Blanc Sauce with Choice of Sides    
$29.95

Or see all menus on the Resident Portal: 
thevillagesgcc.com

To access all Clubhouse 
menus, hours of operation, 

reservation information, 
specials and special offers, 
please scan this QR code 

with your phone

Take your cell phone, press 
the camera icon and frame 
the QR code to access the 

Clubhouse web pages
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Clubhouse Special Offers
No corkage will be charged Wednesdays & Thursdays—Dinner service only.

Bring your favorite bottle of wine* and your friends any and every 
Wednesday or Thursday at the Clubhouse. There is a one-bottle 
limit per two guests.
* No corkage will be charged with purchase from the Dinner Menu. 
Lighter Side, and Entrée items. One-bottle limit per two guests. Standard 
sized bottles only.

Single Diners’ Night
Let’s dine together every Wednesday at 5 p.m.
Shared table. Bring your favorite wine to share with no corkage!
Free corkage will be applied with purchase from the Lighter Side and 
Dinner Entrées from the Dinner Menu.
Please make reservations and note: “Single Diners’ Reservation”

Buy One Appetizer*, Get One Half-Off!
Appetizer Special in effect 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Monday - Friday
* Item must be of equal or lesser value.
Service charge and taxes still applied to all items.
For dine-in customers only.

5 5 5  Bistro Happy Hour
2 to 5 p.m. Tuesday to Sunday, All Day on Monday

$5 House Cocktails
$5 House Wines
$5 Draft Beers 16 oz.
Price subject to service charge and tax

Online Meal Ordering
A fast and convenient way to order meals from the Clubhouse—Phone/Tablet/Desktop

To help streamline the process of ordering, the Clubhouse will now 
have, in addition to phone orders, an online meal ordering system. 
The system will be a fast and easy way for guests to choose meals 
and pickup times for their orders. This will also be a great way for 
golfers to order a meal from their phones while still on the course.

Bella Montagna Winery Santa Clara County

Villages Wine Maker Dinner
Wednesday March 6
Reception 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Charcuterie and Cheese Display

6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Charcuterie and Cheese Display

Rose 2023 Santa Clara County

Dinner 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Starter

Goat Cheese, Fuji Apples, Spiced Almonds, with Tossed 
Spring Baby Lettuce 

Champagne Vinaigrette 
 Sauvignon Blanc 2023 Santa Clara County

Main
Roasted Herb Rubbed Lamb Loin with Balsamic Mint Sauce

Lemon Buttered Spring Vegetables, 
Beans, Asparagus, Peas, and Carrots 

Butter Milk and Leek Mashed Potatoes
Merlot 2021 Santa Clara County

Dessert
Triple Chocolate Cake

Layered with 3 Chocolate Mousse 
with Marbled Chocolate Shavings

Cabernet Sauvignon 2021 Santa Clara County

$69 per person plus 18% service charge and tax
Email or call Reservation to: 

theclubhouse@the-villages.com 
or 408-754-1337

Estates Operating
Total Cash

	 Estates Operating Cash	 $28,675
	 Estates Reserves		  $97269

Estates Total Revenue		
			      MTD		      YTD

Total Revenue	 $16,814	 $117,695

Operating Surplus Estates Operating
				    MTD		  YTD

Total Operating Surplus	 $3,298        	 $   5,681
	 Budgeted Surplus	 $4,264		  $ -4,386
	 Variance to Budget	 $  -966		  $ 10,067
PY Surplus					     $  22,994
Total Surplus				    $  28,675

Estates Operating Expense			 
				    MTD		  YTD	
Total Operating Expense	 $13,516	 $112,013

No other major variances to report.

The YTD net favorable operating budget variance as of 
January 2024 was $10,000, w/Prior Year Surplus $28,600.

Operating Financial Commentary…
(Continued from page 6)

More BOARDS & COMMITTEES
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

A     	 Auditorium 	 (Cribari)
AR  	 Art Room 	 (Cribari)
BC 	 Bocce Courts
CER  	 Ceramics 	 (Cribari)
CH  	 Clubhouse
CR  	 Conference Rm. 	 (Cribari)
F     	 Forum 	 (Cribari)
FC  	 Foothill Center
FHP	 Foothill Pool
GP  	 Gazebo
L     	 Lobby 	 (Cribari)
SEQ   	 Sequoia	 (Cribari)
MC  	 Montgomery Center 
MMP	 Montgomery MP Room
RED  	 Redwood	 (Cribari)
P       	 Patio  	 (Cribari)
PC	 Pickleball Courts 
PR       	 Patio Room  	 (Cribari)
TR   	 Terrace Room 	 (Cribari) 
TS	 Tennis Stand 
VC   	 Vineyard Center
VR   	 Voyage Room             (Montgomery) 

EVENT LOCATIONS

Villages Medical Auxiliary • Since 1976
Office: 408-238-4230

Hours: Monday to Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Service Coordinator:

 408-238-4029
vmavillages.vgcc.club

Upcoming 2024 Programs 
For these events, register online at vmavillages.vgcc.club or call 408-238-4029.

Aging Together/ Family Discussion – Byron Chan, a volunteer with the Bay 
Area Funeral Consumers Association will help you examine what matters most to 
you when it comes to your health care and making our end of life wishes known with 
such aides, as a POLST, an advance medical directive, and an ethical will. Friday, 
March 8 at 1 p.m. in the Sequoia Room. 

Hearing Aid Clean and Check – Hearing Life will offer free checks of your hear-
ing aids on Tuesday, March 19 from 10 a.m. – Noon in Montgomery Center. Please 
call 408-238-4230 to register for a time.

Clear Captions – Pizza & Learn, Elli Tehrani will show how one can see on the 
Clear Caption’s phone, captions of what your caller is saying, this at no cost to quali-
fied users. Join her for pizza on Monday, March 25 at 1 p.m. in the Sequoia Room. 
Support Groups

Grief Support Group: Chaplain Dale Poland, M.Div, BCC - from Hospice of the 
Valley-Sutter Health. The group will have a two-week break and resume Monday, 
March 18, 10:30 a.m. - noon in the Sequoia Room. Please call 408-238-4029 with 
any questions.

Caregiver Support Group: Judith London Ph.D. conducts the monthly group 
where caregivers meet to share, listen and learn. Note date change—Thursday, 
March 18 at 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. in the Patio Room and via Zoom. Please contact 
Judy for all meeting specifics at judithlondon@sbcglobal.net or call 408-784-3325. 

Parkinson’s Caregiver Support Group: Meet with other caregivers who are 
caring for those with Parkinson’s. Meetings take place the third Thursday of every 
month. The next one is March 21 at 10 a.m. in the—note room change—Sequoia 
Room. No need to register, all welcome.

Friday, March 1
8:30 a.m.	 Jazzercise	 A
9 a.m.	 Catholic Mass	 CR
9 a.m.	 Chinese Morning Exercise	P
9 a.m.	 Game Day	 RED
9 a.m.	 SRS Tax Prep Service	 FC
9 a.m.	 Table Tennis	 MMP
9:30 a.m.	 Chapel Music Committee	SEQ
10 a.m.	 Art&Craft Member Studio	AR
10 a.m.	 Line Dance	 A
10 a.m.	 Quilters	 PR
10 a.m.	 Republican Board	 F
12:30 p.m.	 Bridge Club	 RED
2 p.m.	 Open Studio	 AR
3 p.m.	 Handbell Ensemble	 CR
6:30 p.m.	 Mexican Train Dominoes	MC   

Saturday, March 2
8:30 a.m.	 Tai Chi 2	 CR
9 a.m.	 Table Tennis	 MMP
10 a.m.	 Quilters	 PR
10 a.m.	 Ukulele Sing Along	 SEQ
1 p.m.	 Village Dancers Showcase	A

Sunday, March 3
7:30 a.m.	 Catholic Choir	 CR
8:15 a.m.	 Catholic Mass	 A
9 a.m.	 Community Chapel Choir	SEQ
9 a.m.	 Episcopal Church Service	MC
9 a.m.	 Table Tennis	 MMP
10 a.m.	 Community Chapel	 A
10 a.m.	 Quilters	 PR
12 p.m.	 Bluegrass Music Jam	 VC
2 p.m.	 Village Dancers Showcase	A

Monday, March 4
8:30 a.m.	 Jazzercise	 A
9 a.m.	 Chinese Morning Exercise	P
9 a.m.	 Game Day	 RED
9 a.m.	 Table Tennis	 MMP
10 a.m.	 Art&Craft Member Studio	AR
10:30 a.m.	 Fitness Center Cmte.	 F
1 p.m.	 Arts & Crafts Assoc. Mtg	CR
1 p.m.	 Stitchery	 MC
2 p.m.	 Open Studio	 AR
3 p.m.	 18-H Women’s Golf Board	PR
5:30 p.m.	 Village Dancers 1	 A
7 p.m.	 Desi Karaoke	 CR
7 p.m.	 Chess Study Group	 SEQ

Tuesday, March 5
8:30 a.m.	 Mens Golf Exec Cmte.	MC
9 a.m.	 Tai Chi	 CR
9 a.m.	 Game Day	 RED
9 a.m.	 Table Tennis	 MMP
9:30 a.m.	 Line Dance	 A
10 a.m.	 Art Class	 AR
10 a.m.	 Intro to Line Dance	 A
10 a.m.	 Mat Pilates	 CR
10 a.m.	 Ukulele Club	 PR
11 a.m.	 9-H Women’s Golf Board	SEQ
11 a.m.	 Men’s Fun Social Club	CH
11:30 a.m.	 LSAL Fitness Class	 A
2 p.m.	 Open Studio	 AR
2 p.m.	 Piano Open Studio	 A
2 p.m.	 Veterans Club	 FC
4 p.m.	 Catholic Council	 MC
5 p.m.	 Primary Election Results	CR
5 p.m.	 Fairways DAC	 PR
5 p.m.	 Desi Social Hour	 SEQ
7 p.m.	 Amateur/Radio Astronomy	FC
 

Wednesday, March 6
8:30 a.m.	 Jazzercise	 A
9 a.m.	 Chinese Morning Exercise	P
9 a.m.	 Game Day	 RED
9 a.m.	 Table Tennis	 MMP  
10 a.m.	 Art Class	 AR
10 a.m.	 Yoga	 A
10 a.m.	 SAFE: Sugar & Slavery	FC
11:30 a.m.	 Dippy Dolphins	 MC
2 p.m.	 Open Studio	 AR
5:30 p.m.	 Village Dancers 2	 VC
6:30 p.m.	 Mexican Train Dominoes	MC
7 p.m.	 Duplicate Bridge	 RED
7 p.m.	 Wellness & Spirituality	 CR
7 p.m.	 Village Dancers 3	 VC

Thursday, March 7
8 a.m.	 Tai Chi Group 1	 CR
8:45 a.m.	 Tai Chi Group 2	 CR
9 a.m.	 Association A/C	 MC
9 a.m.	 Game Day 	 RED 
9 a.m.	 Table Tennis	 MMP 
10 a.m.	 Art Class	 AR
10 a.m.	 Line Dance	 CR
10 a.m.	 LSAL Fitness	 A
11:30 a.m.	 18-H Ladies Golf Lunch	CH
11:30 a.m.	 Highland Ladies’ Lunch	FC
1 p.m.	 Bible Small Group	 SEQ
1:30 p.m.	 Ukulele Club	 VC
2 p.m.	 Open Studio	 AR
3 p.m.	 Homeowners A/C	 MC
3 p.m.	 Community Chapel Choir	CR
7 p.m.	 Catholic Choir	 VC
7 p.m.	 Italian Club Board	 PR

Friday, March 8
8:30 a.m.	 Jazzercise	 A
9 a.m.	 Catholic Mass	 CR
9 a.m.	 Chinese Morning Exercise	P
9 a.m.	 Game Day	 RED
9 a.m.	 Tax Preparation Service	FC
9 a.m.	 Table Tennis	 MMP
10 a.m.	 Art&Craft Member Studio	AR
10 a.m.	 Line Dance	 A
10 a.m.	 Quilters	 PR
12:30 p.m.	 Bridge Club	 RED
1 p.m.	 VMA Funeral Planning	 SEQ
2 p.m.	 Open Studio	 AR
3 p.m.	 Handbell Ensemble	 CR
6 p.m.	 Line Dance	 VC
6:30 p.m.	 Mexican Train Dominoes	MC 
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CLUBS & EVENTS

Arts and Crafts: You’ve never seen rocks like this! 
By Michael Sunzeri 

On Monday, March 4, Arts and Crafts invites you to a very interesting form of art—rock painting. 
It’s fun, relaxing and mind settling. In the Cribari Conference Center at 1:45 p.m. we will welcome a 
demonstration by one of our newest members, Barbara Orlando. After a short Membership meet-
ing of our current information, we will introduce Barbara and let her amaze 
you with her fine painting achievements netting beautiful, finished pieces. 
Her painted and inked river rocks of all sizes depict landscape, cartoonish, 
solemn, and even thoughtful lettered works of art.

A 15-year resident, and a high-profile volunteer in many clubs over all 
this time, Barbara notes she has always been involved in art. Who knew? 
Her work with ceramic glazes started back in Iowa in a business her mom 
had. After moving to Santa Clara while raising a family, she worked as a 
bookkeeper, never straying far from doing many forms of artwork. Glazing, 
painting, ink work and even sewing helped to keep her very busy.

You might think that painting rocks is easy. Apply a couple bright colors 
then draw the face of a cat or something. Barbara’s work steps well above 
that. The vibrant colors are there, but there is more thought put into it. There 
is prepping, layering, detailing, and finishing, not to mention what it is she wants to depict in the 
first place. Did I mention that she has quite an array of brushes and pens to work with?

We get to watch her process, see many beautiful, finished pieces Barbara has completed and 
you will be amazed at the fine craftmanship. Invite your friends to join us and see on the live screen 
something you may be interested in pursuing in your own free time. We encourage your presence.

Jam with the Bluegrass Music Club
By Alan Rich

Yes, The Villages has had a bluegrass band for some time now, but on Sunday, March 3, it 
will have its first Bluegrass Music Club “Jam.” It will be held in 
the Vineyard Center from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and will be free. It will 
be performed by the members of the Scotch Creek Band! You 
are invited to bring your acoustic instruments, voices and ears 
to enjoy some bluegrass and vintage country music. Come play, 
sing or just listen to the music.

For a little history, bluegrass was developed in the 1940s in the Appalachian region of the 
United States. It derives its name from Bill Monroe and the Blue Grass Boys. Like Jazz, bluegrass 
allows performers to improvise and take turns playing the lead. The Bluegrass capital of the world 
is Owensboro, Kentucky, but for us, we will pretend for an afternoon that it is our own Villages!

Make your images pop in our 
Mixed-Media Painting class

Doug Canepa is offering another painting class to Villagers 
who are interested in exploring different tools 
and media to enhance their basic painting 
skills. He will explore strategies beyond tradi-
tional watercolor painting by adding acrylics 
to make images pop. Textured paste, colored 
pencils and charcoal pencils will be used for 
texture. Burnishing and blending tools will be 
introduced as will pen and ink.

Jo in 
D o u g 
for this 

interesting class, Thursdays, 
March 7 through April 4, 10 
a.m. – noon in the Art Room. 
The fee for this five-session 
class is $70.

Bring your own materi-
als and Doug will furnish 
burnishing tools, charcoal, 
colored pencils, texturing 
paste, charcoal pencils and 
ink. A wide range of subject 
matter will be based on stu-
dent interest during the class.

Join the fun and explore 
the possibilities by register-
ing by emailing barb.gottes-
man@gmail.com.

Doug Canepa

Senior Academy: Preview future 
with futurist Ray Kurzweil
By Barry Sardis

Embark on a journey into the future, via Zoom, featuring a 
video with the visionary Ray Kurzweil on Monday, March 4 at 
1:30 p.m. This footage 
from the 2023 Abundance 
360 Summit, a flagship 
event of Singularity Uni-
versity, showcases Kurz-
weil’s groundbreaking 
insights into technology, 
artificial intelligence, and 
futurism. As a celebrated inventor, he has consistently predicted 
technological advancements with uncanny accuracy.

Kurzweil’s 15-minute introductory comments offer a unique 
perspective on the future, drawing from his legacy of transforma-
tive contributions to text-to-speech synthesis and his ground-
breaking book, “The Singularity Is Near.” As a recipient of pres-
tigious honors, including the National Medal of Technology and 
Innovation, Lemelson-MIT Prize, and Edison Medal, Kurzweil’s 
influence extends far beyond the tech industry.

Abundance 360, where forward-thinking leaders converge, 
is moderated by Peter Diamandis, co-founder of Singularity 
University. Diamandis, known for the X Prize Foundation, guides 
discussions toward impactful solutions for the future. This orga-
nization catalyzes innovation by awarding prizes for boundary-
pushing achievements.

This event is sponsored by Senior Academy Technology Ex-
plorers. Register now at VillagesSA.org for this transformative 
experience, delving into the visionary world of Ray Kurzweil, 
Peter Diamandis, and Abundance 360 Summit attendees. Join 
us on a journey where tomorrow becomes today!

Travel the world with ‘Going Places Showcase’!
By B. Brown 

It’s here! Your weekend of imaginary travel to Paris, Hawaii, New York, London and Hollywood! 
Travel with us this weekend as we visit these places, and more through 
dance, song and music. 

The “Going Places Showcase” is in town and we have your tickets for 
Saturday and Sunday, March 2 and 3 at 2:30 p.m. at Cribari Auditorium. 

The exciting lineup of performers includes: The VMS Dancers, Trillium, 
VMS Piano Open Studio, guest performers Wicked, and the admirable Village Voices. 

General Manager Theresa Ostrander said this about last year’s show: “Having experienced the 
magic of the Villages Music Society’s ‘Let’s Us Entertain You’ last April, I eagerly await their next 
production, ‘Going Places Showcase (GPS).’ ” It 
is surely designed to not disappoint! This year’s 
journey will take the audience around the world 
through dance, song, and music. Last year I left 
the performance with a skip in my step and a song 
in my heart. The Villages Music Society continues 
to enchant and transport the audience, making 
each show a truly unforgettable experience. March 
2024’s anticipated voyage will take us to places 
beyond imagination, I’m already counting down 
the days until this spectacular performance!”

Tickets are $22 each and sales start at 2 p.m. 
at the door on Saturday and Sunday (pending 
availability). House charge or cash only please. 

Your travel experience awaits you. To learn 
more about VMS and its member groups, see VillagesMusicSociety.org. Bernice Toy, President 
of the Village Dancers, is the producer of this show. 

The Clubhouse offers a 10 percent discount on show days. Reservations are recommended.

Village Dancers get ready for the “Going 
Places Showcase.”
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Global Village to present 
wellness talk by Dr. Parikh
By Pradeep Sonawala

The Global Village Community Club 
takes pleasure in inviting all residents 
to hear our guest speaker Dr. Neesheet 
Parikh, a family practitioner and sports 
medicine doctor on Wednesday, March 
6 in Cribari Conference Room, from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. He will speak to us on “Wellness 
through Yoga and Spirituality.” Dr. Parikh 
has over 16 years of experience in the 
medical field. He graduated from A.T. Still 
University of Kirksville College, Osteo-

pathic Medicine in 2007 and is affiliated with O’Connor Hospital. 

Open game night with your hiking friends
Have fun! Greet old friends! Meet new friends! Play some 

games and enjoy some delicious snacks and 
desserts! Please join The Hiking Club on Mon-
day, March 11, for our funtastic Game Night at 
Foothill Center beginning at 7 p.m. Members and 
Guests are asked to bring their favorite board or 
card game(s) to play with their tablemates.

Apple pie with ice cream will be served, along with tea and 
coffee, and if you wish, bring an “adult” beverage of your choice. 
To help save the environment, please bring your own cup or glass 
from home. No RSVP needed. Any questions, please direct to 
Linda Arbaugh at linda.e.arbaugh@comcast.net. Hope to see 
you there!

Wondering about the Big Bang?
Astronomy Club to meet March 5

All are welcome to attend the next meeting of the Astronomy 
Club, at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, March 5 at Foothill Center. At the 
March meeting we will cover two top-
ics. The first will be the full story of the 
evidence of the Big Bang along with new 
data from the Webb telescope regarding 
Interoperation of the event. We will also 
explore Kepler’s three laws of planetary 
Motion: Elliptical orbit of planets, time 
of the orbit, and planet orbital period. 
Masks are optional. Questions? E-mail Barry Stein at b.stein200@
gmail.com

Learn about new Center for Wildlife Care
By Bob Dando

On Tuesday, March 5, the Villages Men’s Fun Social Club will host a presentation by Holly 
Comer and Michael Chen on the Wildlife Center of Silicon Valley.

Social Club members should make lunch reservations a week in 
advance on the computer website referenced in the monthly Social 
Club newsletter. Non-member guests are invited to attend the pre-
sentation and should arrive at the Clubhouse by 12:30 p.m.

 For 30 years, the Wildlife Center of Silicon Valley (WCSV) has been a local leader in providing 
sick, injured, and orphaned wildlife with exceptional care rehabilitation and the opportunity for 
release. It also educates the public about coexisting peacefully with wildlife. The Center provides 

compassionate care for a variety of animals 
including birds, squirrels, raccoons, deer, coy-
otes, foxes, bats, rabbits, snakes, turtles and 
even the occasional mountain lion or bear cub. 
The mission is to rehabilitate and release these 
animals back to their natural habitats whenever 
possible.

 The Wildlife Center hosts various events 
and programs to engage the public and raise 
awareness about wildlife conservation. They 
also encourage volunteering that can play a 
crucial role in the animal care and rehabilitation.

 Just this January, the Wildlife Center merged 
with the Peninsula Humane Society. This collaboration allows both organizations to combine their 
expertise and resources in caring for local wildlife. This year the new Larry Ellison Conservation 
Center for Wildlife Care (LECCWC) will be opened in Saratoga to provide state of the art care for 
the sick, injured, and orphaned native wildlife. The Center, costing approximately $50 million dol-
lars, will serve San Francisco, San Mateo, and Santa Clara Counties. 

 Holly and Michael from the Wildlife Center will tell us about some of the work the organization 
has done and their plans for the future. We encourage you to attend this presentation covering 
the very interesting care of local wildlife rehabilitation care.

Take Intermediate Drawing with Ciel Duke
Spring is in the air, and it’s time to brush up on your drawing skills! This intermediate class 

will focus on a continuation of all the basics...composition, proportion, 
drawing techniques, value, creating realism, etc...as you experiment 
with a variety of mediums. Classes include working in pencil, charcoal, 
scratch board, and pastels. All work is done from actual subjects, not 
photos. Each class allows time to learn about, experiment with, and 
fully complete a project based on the lesson of the day.

This is an intermediate level class, suitable for people who have basic 
drawing skills and who want to expand their expertise in skill, subject 
matter, and varying art mediums. All supplies are included in the cost 
of the class. You need only to bring your enthusiasm!

Ciel Duke is a popular art teacher here in the Villages, with years of 
teaching experience. Her structured classes are casual, friendly, and 
fun...so don’t wait to register, as they fill up quickly!

Four Wednesdays: March 6, 13, 20 and 27, from 10:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. All materials included. 
$120. Register at barb.gottesman@gmail.com  

VMA: When speaking up becomes your best advocate
By Barbara F. Zahner

You know what you want if you are critically ill or unable to speak 
for yourself.  Now you want to let your family know your desires, but 
how to start the conversation and keep it going without handwaving, 
denial or hiding behind false humor? Byron Chan, volunteer with the 
Bay Area Funeral Consumers Association (bafca.org), can help you find 
the first words and maintain the conversation. In this VMA workshop 
called “Aging Together & Family Conversations” on Friday, March 8 
from 1- to 2 p.m. in the Sequoia Room, Byron will cover:

- Questions to help you determine what matters most to you when 
it comes to your health care.

- Forms that you can use to express in writing your health care wishes 
including dementia care, end-of-life option, tube feeding, intubation, 
and other life-sustaining technologies.

- Differences between Advance Medical Directives, POLST and DNR.
- Value of an Ethical Will.

In one hour of down-to-earth conversation with you, Byron will draw upon his volunteer and 
familial experience. He will also answer your questions and offer practical resources. 

This event is limited to 45. Register online at VMAvillages.vgcc.club or call VMA Service Co-
ordinator Bonnie Grim at 408-238-4029. 

Byron Chan

Friends of 
San Jose State 

University
Presents a luncheon with 

President Cynthia Teniente-Matson
Wednesday, March 20, 2024
Fairway Room, 12 to 2 p.m.

Come hear her vision for the future of San Jose 
State University as it moves into its 168th year!

Lunch is $30. Sandwich selections are:
- Avocado/Turkey on a Croissant
- Apple/Chicken on a Croissant

- Albacore Tuna on a French Roll
All sandwiches are served with a fruit cup and a brownie.

Coffee, Lemonade, and Iced Tea
You and your guest’s lunch will be 

charged to your house.
RSVP by March 12 to Sally Dubbin at

sallydubbin@gmail.com or call 408-531-9066
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Senior Academy: ‘Sugar & Slavery: How our Lust 
for Sugar Impacts our Health and History’

Sugar—without the sweetener, for many of us coffee, tea and chocolate would not be quite 
as enticing. Nor would Wonder Bread, Campbell’s tomato soup, Quaker Oats oatmeal, Goldfish 
crackers, Eggo waffles, Ritz crackers, Shake ‘N Bake chicken coating, Oscar Mayer bacon, 
sodas, and many more foods. Manufacturers add sugar to all of these foods.

A lot of history lies behind the innocent-
looking bowl of granulated white sugar on 
your table. Indeed, our love of sugar ignited 
some of the ugliest conflicts and oppres-
sion in human history. Countries launched 
military campaigns and wars over sugar, 
planters destroyed vast forests, and most 
significantly, Africans were kidnapped and 
enslaved by the millions to harvest sugar 
cane in the Caribbean and Latin America. All 
that, just for one much-loved and ubiquitous 
staple of our modern diet.

Adam Tanner will return to Senior Acad-
emy on Wednesday, March 6, at 10 a.m., on Zoom and at Foothill to present “Sugar & Slavery: 
How Lust for Sugar Impacts Our Health and History”—how sugar has affected world history and 
how it continues to affect our health and bodies. Adam has appeared on the BBC, NPR, CNN, 
MSNBC, CNBC and VOA and has written for Scientific American, Forbes, Time, and Consumer 
Reports. He is an associate and fellow at Harvard’s Institute for Quantitative Social Science.  
Please register at VillagesSA.org. If you need assistance to register for Foothill you may call 
Susan Dooley at 408-528-8881.

Meet friends with Lunch Buddies!
By Liz Adams

March 13, 2024 at 11:30 a.m.—mark it on your calendar! It’s the next Lunch Buddies lun-
cheon at the Clubhouse. It’s a time to make new friends, to renew 
your friendships with those you met last year, to have something to 
look forward to, and to get out of the house.

We’ll enjoy lunch (a salad, a half sandwich, ice cream for dessert, 
and iced tea, coffee, or lemonade to sip throughout lunch) together. 
And because VMA supports Lunch Buddies, we’ve managed to keep 
your costs the same; it’s still only $11 for lunch. So if this works for 
you, call the VMA office at 408-238-4230 to make your reservation 
and book a ride to and from your home if you need transportation. 

Remember, make your reservation before noon on Monday, March 
11. See you for lunch on Wednesday, March 13!

Senior Academy: ‘Trash Punx—Going 
Beyond’

What are punx, you ask? In short, punx is the plural of punk—people who often reject main-
stream culture and capitalism in favor 
of community-based activism and 
self-sufficiency. Which provides some 
insight into Trash Punx—a San Jose 
nonprofit organization dedicated to 
cleaning up the world—one piece of 
trash at a time. Yes, Trash Punx has 
already removed more than 78 tons 
of trash from our waterways and col-
lected tons of electronic waste, but 
it is its collaboration with Sabore’s 
Well, a local organization dedicated 
to improving life in Africa, that is the 
basis for our program.

Vanessa Rogier from Trash Punx 
will share the story of this inaugural 
clean-up project, its achievements, 
failures and the lessons learned that transcend borders. Growing up across the globe, Vanessa 
experienced life in remote natural environments which served to fuel her passion for protect-
ing the Earth. Join us for this enlightening experience showcasing the transformative power of 
global collaboration.

This presentation will be offered in Foothill Center at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, March 12. Please 
register for it at villagessa.org or by calling Diane Taylor at 408-912-5594. If you leave a mes-
sage, be prepared to provide your first and last name, email address and the name and date of 
the event. This event is free to all.

Vanessa Rogier from Trash Punx

ARTS & CRAFTS CALENDAR
All Villagers are invited to participate in Arts and Crafts Activi-

ties. More details at villagesartsandcrafts.org
Monday and Fridays: Open Studio in the Art Room with Jane 

Hink beginning at 10 a.m. All Villagers and all media welcome!
Monday and Tuesdays: Open Studio with Pat Andrade, 2 – 

5 p.m. Pat will teach people one on one who want to learn his 
graphic style. Bring your own materials. All Villagers welcome!

March 4: Monthly Membership Meeting and Free Artist 
Demonstration. Monday, 1:45 p.m. in Cribari Conference Room. 
Mandy Book presiding.  Michael Sunzeri, Programs Chair, pres-
ents Barbara Orlando:  Painting Rocks.
Register for art classes by emailing barb.gottesman@gmail.com

March 5 – 26: Dreaming into Writing with Parthenia Hicks. 
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. $75. 

March 6 - 27: Intermediate Drawing with Ciel Duke. Wednes-
days, 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. $120. All materials furnished.

March 7 – April 4: Watercolor Plus Mixed Media with Doug 
Canepa, Thursdays, 10 a.m. – 12 noon. $70.

Ceramics Room has open studio days for approved members 
only. For Open Studio hours and new classes, go to villagesce-
ramics.com

Stitchery Group on Mondays: Patio Room from 1 – 3 p.m. 
Call Roberta at 408-218-8372. Meeting location schedule at vil-
lagesartsandcrafts.org. You can learn knitting here! 

Bring water, snacks, poles, and lunch, as necessary. Wear 
layer clothing appropriate to the current weather. In addition 
to scheduled hikes, the following hikes occur regularly: Every 
Wednesday and Saturday – Villages hill hike with Russ Glines 
at 8:30 a.m. from Foothill Center. Every Monday – at Clubhouse 
parking lot, meet at 8:20 a.m., leave at 8:30 a.m. to walk around 
golf course with Terri Vivoli.

Rambler/Long Hike March 6: Bob Bogdanoff (408-834-9657) 
will lead a hike at the newly opened Mayyan Ooyakma – Coyote 
Ridge Open Space Preserve. The hike will be a 5.1 mile circular 
trail which consists of the Serpentine Spring Trail (1.3 miles, 
elevation change of 1,000 feet), Tule Elk Trail (1.3 miles, eleva-
tion change less than 50 feet) and the Bay Checkerspot Trail 
(2.5 miles, elevation change of 1,000 feet). You will experience 
stunning views of the Santa Clara Valley. One Butterfly Pass is 
required for each group of hikers. If you only want to do a portion 
of the hike, you will need to obtain your own, free Butterfly Pass 
at Máyyan ‘Ooyákma – Coyote Ridge. Meet at 8:45 a.m. at the 
Cribari Bell for a 9 a.m. departure. The address is 9611 Malech 
Rd, Morgan Hill. Drive south on Hwy 101, exit Bailey Avenue and 
head east crossing over the highway. Continue a short distance on 
Malech Road and the parking lot with a restroom is on the right.

Rambler Lite Hike March 6: Katy Peretti (408-531-0917) will 
lead a hike to the three Montgomery ponds and steps. Meet at 
the Clubhouse at 9 a.m.

Rambler Hike Wednesday, March 13: Sandy and John Petrin 
(530-927-7024) will lead a hike to Coyote Hills Regional Park in 
Fremont. There is a $5/car parking fee via an automated machine 
at the entrance. Drive about a mile to the Visitor Center where 
there is plenty of parking. Optional lunch after just outside the 
park at a nearby shopping center for those interested. R/T mile-
age approx. 50 miles. We meet at Cribari Center at 9 a.m. and 
depart at 9:15 a.m. More information in next week’s Villager.

Dog Club outing—rain or shine
Rain or shine—the Dog Club’s dogs are going on an outing! 

On Saturday, March 2 at 11:30 a.m., Villager dogs and their 
owners will still have lunch at 11:30 a.m. 
Rain is no problem for lunch on as there 
will be an enclosed patio at Palermo 
Italian Restaurant, 791 Auzerais in San 
Jose. Seating up to 40 People. Please 
text Barbara Sunseri at 408-500-2129 if 

you’d like to attend. Remember you do not have to have a dog 
to join us. Just the love for furry friends.
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FROM THE VILLAGES LIBRARY
“The Traitor Among Us: An Elena Standish Novel” by Anne 

Perry. Not far from the sprawling grounds of Wyndham Hall, the 
body of longtime MI6 agent John Repton is found, shot dead with 
a single bullet to the heart. The corpse’s proximity to the estate 
sends ripples of concern through the intelligence community 
because Repton was killed while surveilling the members of a 
household with alleged ties to fascists who threaten the security 
of the country, as Hitler’s influence spreads across Europe. Elena 
Standish is assigned the case to covertly investigate Repton’s 
murder and dig deeper into the Wyndham family’s nefarious 
connections. Mystery, 2023.

“Jackie” by J. Randy Taraborrelli. Based on hundreds of in-
terviews with friends, family, and lovers over a 30-year period―as 
well as previously unreleased material from the JFK Library―Ken-
nedy historian J. Randy Taraborrelli paints an unforgettable new 
portrait of a woman whose flaws and contradictions only serve 
to make her even more iconic. Jackie told a former lover “I have 
three lives, public, private and secret.” In this revealing biography, 
readers will become intimately familiar with all three. Non-fiction, 
973.922, Kennedy, Administration of John Fitzgerald, 2023.

See woodworking whizzes at Crafters 
Club Boutique!
By Tere Barbella

Maple, oak, cork, acacia—these aren’t just trees, these are the materials that three of our tal-
ented crafters find inspiration from to fashion into amazing wood products! 

Alan Waltho has always enjoyed working 
with wood and he often collects interesting 
pieces from his travels. By examining each 
piece to determine what design would best 
utilize the natural grain and texture found in the 
wood, Alan uses nature’s own beauty to create 
stunning wooden products. He makes bowls, 
trays, clocks, jewelry boxes of all sizes, small 
tables and footstools. He recently travelled to 
Hawaii and Canada and his latest creations will 
feature local wood that he found there. 

Ed Knott started collecting corks for years 
before he turned them into unique trivets and 
bulletin boards. Neighbors would leave bags of corks on his doorstep for his exclusive creations. 
Around 2015 Ed added lamps and bottle art to his repertoire, created in a unique Steampunk, 
industrial style. Today Ed has included bolo ties, bracelets and other lights to the array of cork, 
wood and glass items that he makes and sells. 

Larry Lohman joined the Crafters Club in December. A former custom cabinet maker, Larry 
got interested in woodworking as a teenager through his father. His work reflects both seasonal 
and utilitarian items including beautiful charcuterie boards, cutting boards, tea light holders, lazy 
susans, iPad stands and a variety of holiday items such as pumpkins, snowmen, and Christmas 
trees. For the upcoming March boutique Larry is planning to introduce a new model cheese and 
cracker board with stone in the center.  Larry also takes orders for custom pieces. 

All of these gentlemen derive great pleasure from taking pieces of nature and turning them 
into magnificent, well-crafted works of art. You won’t want to miss any of their fine work so come 
early to the Crafters Club Boutique—Saturday, March 23 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m at Cribari Center. 

VMA Bingo to start in April!
VMA Afternoon Bingo will begin in April, not March as previously stated. The first Afternoon 

Bingo will be Wednesday, April 3! Held in Cribari Auditorium, doors 
open at 3, and games begin at 3:30 p.m.

VMA sponsors Bingo as a service. All the money spent to purchase 
cards is returned to that day’s winners. There is no profit to the or-
ganization. Best of all, it’s free to attend. Just purchase cards at the 
door and you’re all set. Cards are $1 each, or 6 for $5.  Free coffee 
and cookies are served!

VMA Afternoon Bingo is scheduled for the first Wednesday of each month: April 3, May 8, June 
5, July 10, August 7, September 4 and October 2. Come join the fun!

Montgomery Ladies Luncheon
Saturday, March 23 from 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Clubhouse Fairway Room
$35 per person. One guest welcome per Montgomery resident

Choice of:
Chicken Crepe, Wild Rice, Asparagus with Red Bell Pepper Garnish

Spinach, Mushroom and Cheese Crepe, Wild Rice, 
Asparagus with Red Bell Pepper Garnish

Vegetable Quiche with Fruit Cup
All entrees include Butter Lettuce with Mandarin Oranges

& Almonds Salad and Creme Brulee
Complimentary Mimosa

Life Coach Kim Silverman will give a presentation on
“Transforming Your Mindset: Practical Tips for Positive Change”
Kim will guide us through four crucial steps to shift from negative

self-talk to a more positive and balanced way of thinking.
RSVP with entrée choice by March 19 to Celia Schiffner at 

montgomeryvillagefun@gmail.com
Include names of all attendees, house number for payment, and phone number. 

No refunds after March 15.

Find the latest creations by Alan Waltho at 
the Crafters Club Boutique.
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Daylight Savings Golf Course 
Pedestrian Walking Hours

Please remember that the golf course is strictly for golfers 
only during all golfing hours; and pedestrians and pets are 
not allowed on the golf course during times of golf play. 
Here are the allowable times for pedestrians during DST 
months starting March 10:
Monday 	 – Before 1 p.m.  and after 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday	 – Before  8:45 a.m. and after dusk
Wednesday 	 – Before 7 a.m. and after dusk
Thursday 	 – Before  8:20 a.m. and after dusk
Friday 		  - Before  7 a.m. and after dusk
Saturday	 – Before  6:42 a.m. and after dusk
Sunday 	 – Before  7 a.m. and after dusk
Please be safe! Thank you for your cooperation.

Chinese Club celebrates Year of the Dragon
By Valerie Smith

The Year of the Dragon was celebrated in fine style 
by the Villages Chinese Club, with 151 members and 
their guests attending the Chinese Lunar New Year 
luncheon where they enjoyed many, many courses 
of traditional Chinese cuisine. After lunch there was 
an opportunity drawing and 30-plus lucky attendees 
won lovely gifts to take home.

The Lunar New Year luncheon celebration is one 
of three major banquets sponsored by the Chinese 
Club every year. In June the Dragon Boat Festival din-
ner takes place followed by the Mid-Autumn Festival 
dinner in Gazebo Park in September. 

 The club also organizes many other types of activities—from morning exercise sessions to 
cooking demonstrations, and from tech talks to ballroom dancing.  If you’re interested in finding 
out more, or if you want to join, please visit the club website at sites.google.com/site/villageschi-
neseclub/home

Get funky and learn a new routine!

By Bernice Toy
Come dance with us! Join the VMS (Villages Music Society) 

Dancers every Monday at 5:30 p.m. in Cribari Auditorium. Each 
month we pick a new song and learn a new choreography. For 
March, we will get down and funky to “Lil Boo Thang” by Paul 
Russell. Once you hear the song, you will not be able to stand 
still. So come and join the fun!

I am the Club President and choreographer for The VMS Danc-
ers and can be reached at VMS.Dancers@gmail.com. For more 
information, see the Villages Music Society website at villages-
musicsociety.org/about-us-3. The Club charges an annual $20 
membership fee. All monies go toward the support of the club. 

Villages Music Society Dancers at a just-for-fun session.

Are you a book lover? History afficionado? 
Current events enthusiast? Movie fan? 

Boy, do we have a study group for you! Join one of the newest 
Villages clubs—The Villages Study Groups Club

Make new friends, join new activities, and
most importantly, have a good time!

Our members are the heart and soul of the club. They create, lead,
and join our study groups. You too can be a part of this exciting club. 

Join today! Find out about the club and check out our
calendar of events at studygroups.vgcc.club
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SPORTS NEWS
18-HOLE WOMENPICKLEBALL

MEN’S GOLF CLUB

Mixed with Love
By Diana Hallock

Mary Wagle planned a delightful 18 Hole Ladies and 9 Hole Swingers Valentine’s Mixer. Ninety-
five ladies played, yes, 24 
foursomes! The course 
was a vibrant green, most 
of the downed trees had 
been cleared, the sun was 
shining, and it was per-
fect weather for golf. We 
played from the #1 tees, 
a first for many of us. The 
format was a Step Aside 
Scramble which meant we 
all hit a drive but one person 
stepped aside on each of 
the subsequent shots. It 
was a really fast fun format 
for teams of mixed, 9 hole 
and 18 hole players. Adding 
to the fun was Closest to 
the Pin on Holes 4 and 11. 
Mary Wagle at won Hole 4 
and Lolivic Shaw won Hole 
11 at 11”, yes, less than a 
foot! The First Place Team was Kay Gray, Linda Lamanno, Laura Rodriguez and Lolivic Shaw with 
a team net 58. That’s great golf! Chip ins were won by Rita Karlsten, Kay Gray and Diana Flanagan 
but the format did not allow for Birdies.

After golf we filled the banquet rooms for luscious lunches at tables “heartfully” decorated in 
pink and red by Debbie Moore. Captain Patti Bell reviewed many of the upcoming events for the 18 
Hole ladies and Mary Wagle did the same for the Swingers. There will be open events on Wednes-
day nights, Friday nights and some Sundays plus the many tournament planned for members on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Four Saturday tournaments have been planned for 18 Hole ladies. The 
goal for both of our clubs it to fill both golf courses as often as possible. Yes, it is important for 
revenue but more important, it is important for us…socially, physically and mentally.

Watch your club blasts, FastLane on Mondays and club websites for details and reservation 
information. Visit villageswomensgolf.vgcc.club or womens9holegolf.vgcc.club

By Kurt Pagnini kurt.pagnini@gmail.com, villagesgolfers.com
Upcoming events:
2024 Men’s 18 Hole Golf Club St. Patrick’s Tournament—This is coming up next week—March 

9 with an 8 a.m. Shotgun. The four-man team signups end on March 7. If you 
want to participate in this event you must sign up in the Pro Shop. The format 
is 2BB, Shamrock Ball + 1 Net BB of the other three Players. 

April 13 - Spring Open - Team Play, Stableford, four-man, 2BB, Flighted 
May 3-5 - Member-Member Championship (3-Day Event) - Match Play. 

Two-man teams, Horserace on Sunday.
This year’s Evergreen Invitational is scheduled for July 11-13. This is a MGC 

Major so plan accordingly to be there for the fun and festivities! Also, should 
you know a club member who may be interested in helping out, please direct 
them to Bill Morefield, the Evergreen Chairman at bill_morefield@yahoo.com. 
Remember, there are still a number of positions that remain to be filled and we 
would sincerely appreciate your help.  

Remember if you record a Hole In One, an Eagle, or if you Shoot Your 
Age, please notify Donald Chaisson at dachaisson@comcast.net.  We want 
to make sure to get you posted in the Villager and on the Men’s Club website.

Executive Committee Meeting: The Men’s Golf Club Executive Committee 
meets the first Tuesday of the month at 8:30 a.m. in Montgomery Center. The next meeting will 
be March 5, 2024. MGC Members are always welcome to attend.

Also, remember to visit our website at villagesgolfers.com for the latest Men’s Golf Club 
information. Kyle Finley does a great job with the website, keeping us up to date with all of the 
latest information we need to know regarding the club.

Winners Kay Gray, Laura Rodriguez, Golf Pro James Rogers, 
Linda Lamanno and Lolivic Shaw.

Group Play
By Anahid Gregg

Visit our website, villagespickleball.vgcc.club for more infor-
mation, and click on the yellow icon “Group Play Signup” for 
the full schedule and information 
on how to sign up. Signing up on 
yourcourts.com helps us to keep 
metrics and add additional sessions 
to meet demand.

The Pickleball Club has several 
“Group Play” sessions blocked for 
the enjoyment of current and new 
pickleball players here at The Villages. The purpose of these ses-
sions is to have fun meeting and playing with other club members 
around your level, and learn to play different opponents with 
different styles. This is a great way to form regular groups with 
new people as well! Many of the people you see on the courts 
started out in group play.

There are three levels of group play: Novice/Advanced Novice 
(includes skills training), Intermediate and Advanced Intermedi-
ate. These levels, as defined in the following link, can be used 
as a guide for which level is appropriate for your skills at villag-
espickleball.vgcc.club/group-play/. For the Novice/Advanced 
Novice Group, we have wonderful leaders available at each 
session. Larry, Donna, and Liz help guide participants into rota-
tions.  Our leaders use skill guidelines to determine which group 
is your best fit, allowing for varied play opportunities. It’s a great 
way for members to meet people, improve their play, and most 
importantly—have fun!

If you are new to pickleball, you should first contact Mike 
Walias (email mjw0275@yahoo.com) to schedule a demo session 
to learn how to play. You will then be ready to join the fun in the 
Group Play sessions!

Members can attend unlimited Group Play sessions, non-
member residents are welcome to attend a session to see if they 
enjoy the sport before joining as a member.

TENNIS TALK
Annual Prescott Tournament
By Joy Rem

It’s time to sign up for the annual Prescott tournament. This is 
a way of having fun playing tennis and hanging with friends while 
donating to a great organization, The Villages Medical Auxiliary 
(VMA).  Your registration fee is a tax-deductible donation as the 
VMA is recognized as a 501(c)3 organization. We would love you 
to play, but if you can’t, please feel free to donate through our 
tournament. We would love to raise a huge donation from the 
Tennis Club. Also, spectators are welcome to come and join in 
the fun.

The Prescott tournament was founded in honor of Phil Prescott 
who helped raise funds to build courts 5 and 6. In addition, he 
was also a big supporter of VMA. So now is the time to sign up.

There are numerous ways to sign up. You can go to the tennis 
club website, Villagestennis.vgcc.club or YourCourts.com or go 
to the courts and check out the QR code on our flyer. 

Here’s the details, time to sign up and stay involved with the 
tennis club: Saturday, March 16 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fun round 
robin format, with no partner needed. Wonderful food and bever-
ages supplied by our hardworking food committee. Registration 
is $15, but feel free to donate more.

Any questions, contact Joy Rem at jkr1787@gmail.com or 
818-620-7642.



Page 17    The Villager  February 29, 2024More SPORTS

WOMEN’S 9-HOLE

PINSEEKERS

By Vicki Krattli
A resilient person is defined as having the 

ability to deal with adversity in a constructive 
way, adapting and becoming stronger and 
seeing the positive side of things.

Many of us signed up to play on Tuesday, 
February 20 but the wet, red flag conditions 
sent most of us to our warm couch for the day. 
Maxine Amundson and Lolivic Shaw showed 
their resilience and took their walking carts out 
on the front nine, enjoying the warm weather 
and fun golf. Both ladies parred the sixth hole, 
a major accomplishment in the wet conditions. 
Congratulations, ladies, next time more of us 
will brave the conditions and play with you.

February 27 should be sunny and March 
5 is our next Captain’s trophy so let’s plan 
on playing and staying for lunch to enjoy the 
camaraderie of Swingers’ golf.

IRONMEN
By Bill Travis and Jerry Juracich

The Ironmen are in afternoon play, gathering every Thursday 
afternoon at 1 p.m. with a shotgun start, sweeps, birdie pool, 
and closest to the pin.

Thursday, February 22, 2024, was sunny and warm, another 
great day for some golf.  Twelve Ironmen played. 

There was a four-way tie for Third Place between Dave Ha-
thaway, Dave Cook, Lee Thompson, and Bill Travis, each with a 
net 30; Mario Silva won Second Place with a net 27; and Jerry 
Juracich won First Place with a net 25.

There was one Birdie by Dave Hathaway on hole 4. Walter 
Lucas won Closest to the Flag on hole 4 at 9 feet, 10 inches. 
Dave Hathaway won Low Gross with a 33.        

Golfer of the Day honors go to Dave Hathaway with a birdie, 
third place finish, and low gross. Excellent work Dave.         

The Ironmen 9 hole, par 3 group would love to add new mem-
bers. We are a very sociable group, and play basically pressure-
free golf. And the first round is on us. Just call Jerry Juracich at 
408-440-8283.

Deep Thoughts:
“Got more dirt than ball. Here we go again.” - Alan Shepherd 

commenting on his first golf shot on the moon on February 26, 
1971. Shepherd used a club with a Wilson Staff Dyna-Power 6 
Iron head attached to collapsible tool designed to scoop lunar 
rock samples.

“Then I thought, with the same club head speed, the ball’s 
going to go at least six times as far. There’s absolutely no drag, 
so if you do happen to spin it, it won’t slice or hook ‘cause there’s 
no atmosphere to make it turn.” - Alan Shepherd commenting 
on his second golf shot on the moon that day.

By Jim White
Once again, the golf gods blessed the Pinseekers with a fine 

day for golf. February 23 wraps up this month’s mini tournaments 
and moves us closer to our season completion in mid-June. Four-
teen members joined the “festivities” by playing the back nine.

At the risk of redundancy, Martin Hoek captured the top 
position for the fifth time in 2024, with a one under par Net 35. 
Lawrence Chin snagged second, scoring a Net 36. Jumping into 
the number three slot was Walter Lucas, with his first competition 
after earning his Index, at one over par, Net 37, and squeezing 
onto the podium in the fourth spot, carding Net 39 were Don Lee 
and Jerry Juracich. A huge prop to Walter Lucas for playing so 
well after the many weeks of struggle to play enough nine-hole 
rounds and being rewarded a handicap rating with his GHIN.

Catching up on our putting competition, Friday, February 16, 
John Mueller finished the front nine with 16 putts. John’s con-
sistency on the greens helped to keep him solidly in the lower 
half of the Pinseekers handicaps. 

After many years of study, which was mostly unsuccessful, I 
have found advice from several teaching professionals that focus 
on just a few things that can improve your scores. While the list 
can be ten to twelve items, the most mentioned two are: improve 
your “short game.” Excessive shots from inside 100 yards are 
a key to minimizing wasted shots. A second is to practice your 
putting, your putter is the most used club in your bag. I’m go-
ing to add a third—visit your pro to get real help in fixing what 
is wrong with your swing. The staff at The Villages are all highly 
skilled and ready to help.

SHONIS
By Betty Hall

We just finished that extra day we get from leap year and now we’re into March. 2024 just 
keeps marching on. Hopefully the weather will keep improving so we all can get in some more 
golf rounds. And welcome to Women’s History month. 

Last week we didn’t cancel but still didn’t have a lot of golfers willing to tromp through the wet 
grass to hit that little ball. Nine golfers showed up, just one more than we needed for sweeps. 

This week is our monthly birthday game so hoping for good weather for their games.
Our first general meeting of 2024 was last week and we enjoyed snacks while looking forward 

to some upcoming golf events. We also introduced the membership to the plans for getting our 
USGA GHINs and handicaps. It will be an ongoing process for us all.

BOCCE NEWS
Help us—become a Bocce Referee!
By Tom Hunt

Calling All Bocce Enthusiasts: Become a Referee and Shape the Game!
Mark your calendars! Saturday, March 16, is an important date for our Bocce community as 

we are excited to announce our annual Referee Training session, scheduled for 11 a.m. near the 
bocce construction site.

As the Bocce Club gears up for another excit-
ing season of tournaments, we’re reaching out to 
our dedicated players and community members to 
join our team of referees. Your help is invaluable in 
ensuring fair play and maintaining the integrity of 
our games.

This training session isn’t just about officiating 
matches; it’s a chance for you to deepen your un-
derstanding of the game. By officiating matches, 
you’ll gain valuable insights into gameplay and 
rules that you might not have noticed otherwise. 
Your keen eye and fair judgment will contribute to 
smoother, more enjoyable matches for everyone 
involved.

If you’re new to refereeing, don’t worry! We have 
plenty of support from experienced referees who will 
guide you through the learning process. You can 
even request to shadow a seasoned referee during your initial matches to gain confidence and skill.

We provide printed guidelines and hands-on training to ensure you’re well-prepared for your 
new role. Embrace the opportunity to contribute to the Bocce Club while expanding your knowl-
edge of this beloved sport.

There’s no need to sign up in advance; simply mark your calendar for Saturday, March 16, at 
11 a.m. and show up at the courts ready to learn and participate. Current referees are encouraged 
to attend as well, for a refresher and to lend their expertise and support to our new recruits. Let’s 
make this season our best one yet by coming together as a community to support and elevate 
the game of Bocce! 

For the latest updates on Bocce Club activities we encourage you to stay informed by visiting the 
bocce website, villagesbocce.vgcc.club. We’re looking forward to seeing you on the courts soon!  

Lolivic Shaw and Maxine Amundson 
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SCOREBOARD
MEXICAN 
TRAIN 
DOMINOES
Wednesday, February 14
Shirley Bellavance	 185
Aloma Lazetera		 227
Kitty Heston		  295

Friday, February 16
Audrey Osuna		  199
Earl Magoun		  200
Aloma Lazetera		 227

WOMEN’S 9 HOLE
& 18 HOLE MIXER
18 Hole/9 Hole Mixer
Mixed the Love Step 
- Aside Scramble
Thursday, February 22

1st Place: Kay Gray, Linda 
Lamanno, Laura Rodriguez, 
Lolivic Shaw - Net 58
2nd Place: Monica Saneholtz, 
Ann Bassford, Helen 
Varenkamp, Gail Tuft - Net 61
3rd Place: Diana Flanigan, 
Margaret Davies-White, Sylvia 
Rozewicz, Barbara Weisend - 
Net 63

Closest to Hole:
# 4 Mary Wagle
#11 Lolivic Shaw

SHONIS
Tuesday, February 19
All Nets

Flight One: 
1. Pauline Robertson 	 25
2. Marty Blinde 		 27
3. Teddy Morse 		 28

Flight Two:
1. Judy Rogers 		 25
2. Leslie Ingham 	 26
3. Julianna Wahlgren 	 30

BRIDGE 
Monday, February 19: 
1. Ed Logg - Jonna Robinson 
2. Louann Partridge – Guest 
3/4. Bosh Singh 
        - Bonnie Taylor 
3/4. Claude Ashen - Jan 
Kiernan

Wednesday, February 21: 
1. Mary LeGrand 
     - Jonna Robinson 2. Jan 
Kiernan - Sumi Minami 3. Ed 
Logg - Guest

Friday, February 23: 
1. Jan Kiernan - Sumi Minami 
2. Hank Koransky 
    - Jane Michaels 
3. Cathy Struck - Ray Struck

FROM THE PRO

By Scott Steele, PGA Head Golf Professional
March Golf Schedule
Saturday, March 9 – Men’s Club 8 a.m. Shotgun – 1 p.m. Open Play Shotgun
Sunday, March 10 – Daylight Savings Time starts
Saturday, March 16 – 18-Hole Women’s Tournament 8:30 a.m.-9:42 a.m. tee times
New Fun Golf Play Events for Your Enjoyment
Daylight Savings begins Sunday, March 10. At that time the Monday shotgun will shift 

to 1 p.m., the Driving Range will be open until 3 p.m. on Mondays, and the last tee time 
Tuesday-Sunday will move to 5 p.m. for the month of March. Due to a later sunrise initially 
the first tee time on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday will move to shortly after 7 a.m.  

Spring Aerification
Monday, March 18 – Back Nine closed all day for greens aerification – Montgomery and 

Vineyard Chipping Greens closed all day for aerification – Front-9 Open for a 12pm Shotgun 
– Putting Green Open

Tuesday, March 19 – All golf facilities closed all day for completion of aerification includ-
ing the 18-Hole Course, the Par-3 Course, all practice greens, Putting Green - the Driving 
Range and the Pro Shop are closed all day

Wednesday, March 20 – Par-3 Course closed all day for greens aerification
Tips from the Pro—Rain, Rain Go Away
Here are 5 quick tips for playing golf during or after inclement weather on a wet golf course:
1. Be sure your shoes have soft spikes and not just the summertime nubbies on the sole. 

Good traction is essential, and the soft spikes will limit the potential for slipping during your 
golf swing. 

2. Loft up your driver…most of us have an adjustable driver that allows us to vary the 
loft…so notch your driver up 1-degree to 2-degrees in loft so that your ball will fly higher and 
carry further in the air. Don’t expect a low drive to roll out like it does when the course is dry. 

3. Play more club…when the atmosphere is cold and wet and humidity is high, the golf 
ball will not go as far. So play 1-2 more clubs on your approach shots to offset the condi-
tions. Try to carry your ball to the green and do not expect it to roll on landing 10 yards short. 

4. Move the ball back in your stance 1-2 inches. This will help you hit the ball first and make 
more solid contact. When it is wet, anything struck slightly behind the ball will go nowhere 
and will simply lay the sod over the ball. 

5. In a greenside sand bunker with wet compacted sand, do not open the clubface and 
expose the bounce on your sand wedge. Instead keep the clubface square so that the lead-
ing edge will strike the sand first and dig into the compacted sand to get under the golf ball. 
To sign up for a lesson with me, email ssteele@the-villages.com

Do you want to learn the game of golf?
Then let’s Get Golf Ready!
Six 1-hour+ lessons for $30 each
For True Beginners only
Get Golf Ready is the perfect way to learn all of 
the pertinent basic information about the game of
golf and its premise. You will also learn to play with
an introduction to the physical fundamentals of golf!

Get Golf Ready is a truly all-inclusive program for beginners 
2024 Spring Sessions
Saturdays at 12 p.m. - March 16, 23, 30 & April 6, 13, 20
Sundays at 11 a.m. - March 17, 24, 31 & April 7, 14, 21 
Come as a single, a pair or small group of 3+
If interested…contact Scott Steele, PGA: ssteele@the-villages.com 
or call the Pro Shop at 408-754-1330.

You will enter a novice…you will leave a golfer! 
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CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY  CHAPEL

RELIGION
Villages Religious Services 

Weekly:
Sunday      8:15 a.m.  Catholic Mass           Cribari
	                 Contact: Kathy Schlosser         408-677-4770
Sunday       9 a.m.      Episcopal Service     Montgomery
                   Contact: Leslie Bailey                 408-270-9022
Sunday      10 a.m.     Community Chapel   Cribari
	                 Contact: Del Herfurth                  408-440-4649
 
Regularly Scheduled:
Friday          9 a.m.     Catholic Mass            Cribari
	                  First three Fridays of each month                    
	                  Contact: Louise Connors         408-221-6485
Friday          7:15 p.m.  Jewish Shabbat       Foothill
	                  Next date: TBA               
                    Contact: Marilyn Goldsmith       732-672-8601

Everyone is welcome! Please call for more information!

Sacrament of Reconciliation & Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament

Wednesday, March 13
St. Francis of Assisi, 
5111 San Felipe Rd.

‘Called to Love’
By Jean Gillette

In this week’s Gospel of John 4:5–42, Jesus came to a town in Samaria. Being thirsty He sat 
down at Jacob’s well. A Samarian woman came to draw water, and Jesus asked her for a drink. 
Her name was Photini, meaning “the Luminous one.” She was a female in a society where women 
were both demeaned and disregarded. 
She was also a Samaritan, a race tra-
ditionally despised by Jews. She was 
marginalized in her own community 
because she came to the well at the 
hottest part of the day—noon—to avoid 
meeting people.        

Jesus asked her for a drink of wa-
ter. She was shocked and asked Him, 
how could he, a Jew, speak to her, a 
Samaritan. By speaking to her, Jesus 
demonstrates his care for us all regardless of our social standing. Here Jesus breaks though the 
barriers of gender, ethnicity, and holiness to have the longest conversation with anyone throughout 
John’s gospel. When He asked her for water to drink, Jesus had already prepared for her the gift 
of faith. In his thirst to receive her faith, he awakened in her heart the fire of his love. Even though 
she answered Jesus’ questions with short, deterring answers, He recognized her spiritual thirst 
and continued to talk with her. He told her that He could give her a kind of water, after which she 
would never thirst. He explained that he was the Savior. The water he would give was the “living 
water” of eternal life. Jesus also told her that she could stop looking to others to make her happy 
and fulfilled. Instead, she could let Jesus fill her Heart and soul. When she realized that Jesus was 
indeed the Messiah she left her water jar, much like the disciples left their nets and she became 
an effective evangelist to her community. 

The moral lesson of this Parable is that God wants us to love one another even if we’re tired, 
busy, late, don’t know them, or don’t really like them, or their religious beliefs.      

We are still called to love.

‘He is All Wise’
By Pastor Bill Hayden

You may say that you believe in God if things happen according to how you think they should. 
When it doesn’t work out according to what you hoped for, then what? Do you stop believing or 
start blaming God, or others, for what happened or didn’t happen?

Life is an ongoing adventure because our plans sometimes seem to go in a different direction. 
For example: you have a navigational system on your cell phone or car to locate a point of inter-
est. It may include several roads, miles, and the time to reach your destination. Your navigational 
system may not tell you there are potholes in the roads, or a hailstorm ahead for the next five 
miles or to prepare for a detour.

Sometimes, events that seem to go awry and spiral out of control can be the best thing to get 
us back on track to achieving our goals. Our first response is usually to blame it on something 
or someone rather than thank God for His providence and the gift of life. From your perspective, 
you can’t comprehend how or why this is happening to you. The answer may not be forthcoming, 
but if we stay open-minded, the answer will become crystal clear after we have stopped blaming 
and complaining.

We often fail to understand that God is constantly at work in the good, the bad, and the ugly 
things that happen in life, to lead us to trust in His wisdom. So, if we know He will bring good out 
of our unfortunate experiences, why worry, blame, or complain about His methods?

Have you ever looked at a situation you feared because you imagined the worst scenario and 
allowed your mind to run away with fear? Finally, in the end, when it turns in your favor, you will 
feel as if a ton of bricks were lifted off your shoulders, and you will wonder why you ever worried 
so much. God is always teaching us to have faith and trust in His wisdom. 

Psalms 37:5 NKJV says, “Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring 
it to pass.”

Celebrate with us at the Villages Community Chapel in Cribari Auditorium, every Sunday at 
10 a.m. to be encouraged over the Word of Life, enjoy a cup of coffee and cookies with friends. 
The chapel is a place for needs to be met, faith to be affirmed and new friends to embrace. You 
can view our worship services on YouTube at Villages Community Chapel San Jose, CA or vil-
lagescommunitychapel.vgcc.club

EPISCOPAL
The Brothers Wesley
By The Very Rev. Julia McCray-Goldsmith, Dean of Trinity Cathedral

What’s your favorite Charles 
Wesley hymn? So ubiquitous is 
his music that—regardless of 
what Christian denomination or 
tradition you claim—chances 
are you’ve sung one (or many) 
of them in church. Myself, I’d be 
hard-pressed to choose among 
the 6,500 hymns he wrote dur-
ing his lifetime as a minister 
and evangelist in 18th century 
England. But I confess partiality 
to “Love Divine, All Loves Excel-
ling.” His hopeful vision almost 
allows me to see that heavenly 
kingdom where we are—”changed from glory into glory, till in 
heav’n we take our place, till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise.”

 His well-known commitment to what became the Method-
ist movement (which eventually broke away from the Church of 
England) notwithstanding, Charles and his older brother John 
remained Anglican clergymen until their deaths in 1788 (Charles) 
and 1791 (John). As a priest in the Anglican tradition myself, it is 
a privilege to remember them this week. Far ahead of their time, 
the Wesley brothers advocated for abolition and women preach-
ers, and based much of their ecclesiology on both early church 
models—insofar as they were aware of them—and their own 
conversion experiences. They trusted that God spoke directly 
to their hearts, and thus, trusted that God was calling others 
into ministry as well. On the assumption that any and all of us 
might—by grace—be changed from glory into glory.

Please join Trinity Episcopal Chapel on Sundays at 9 a.m. at 
Montgomery Center. All are invited and welcome to come.

We are currently studying the Book of 
Jeremiah. Have you ever wondered about 
this astonishing Old Testament Book? 
Come join us!

We meet every second and fourth Monday of each month. 
Our next meeting is at 10 a.m., March 11 at Vineyard Center.

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

Charles Wesley
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MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE

LANDSCAPE & MAINTENANCE
Maintenance 
Emergencies 
and/or Advice

The Maintenance Services 
Department’s general work 
hours are Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. If 
you experience a maintenance 
emergency during those hours, 
please call the office right away 
at 408-223-4670. Even if you 
are certain the emergency is 
your responsibility, Mainte-
nance Services can provide 
a list of contractors that are 
familiar with The Villages and 
may be helpful for the repair.

If a maintenance emergency 
occurs outside of the general 
work hours or during a holi-
day, please call Public Safety 
at 408-223-4665. The Public 
Safety Department will contact 
the Maintenance Area Super-
visor and/or the appropriate 
contractor. Together, they will 
all help to resolve your mainte-
nance emergency.

Report Irrigation 
Issues

Please report broken sprin-
klers or other irrigation repair 
issues by calling Maintenance 
Customer Service at 408-223-
4670 or online at: workorder@
the-villages.com 

For after hours or on holi-
days, contact Public Safety at 
408-223-4665

 Rain Gutter Cleaning Schedule
	 Cleaning of rain gutters throughout The Villages is in progress.
		  Glen Arden	 February 26 through March 2
		  Heights	 March 4 through March 9
		  Fairways	 March 11 through March 13
		  Verano		 March 11 through March 23
		  Highland	 March 25 thorugh April 6
	 Gutters for Club facilities to be cleaned April 6 to April 13.

Cribari
5001-5076—Landscape maintenance, hand and mechanical 
weed control in progress.
5077-5089, 5154-5209, and 5234-5249—Landscape 
maintenance, hand and mechanical weed control, 3/4-3/8.
Common Areas—Treatment for voles, moles, gophers and 
squirrels (Rozol Vole Bait, Talpirid, Gopher Coetter Type 2 Bait, 
Rodent Bait Diphacinone .005% and .01%), scheduled for 3/4.
Turf pre-emergent herbicide—crabgrass and broadleaf control 
(Site Pro 0.42% prodiamine plus fertilizer) EPA REG No.53883-
29759759, in progress.
Del Lago
3101-3134 and 3201-3243—Landscape maintenance, hand and 
mechanical weed control in progress.
3301-3315—Landscape maintenance, hand and mechanical 
weed control, 4/8-4/12.
E1 Lake—Jet circulator pumps off, service for replacements in progress.
Estates	
8809-8875—Landscape maintenance, hand and mechanical 
weed control, 3/4-3/8. 
Fairways
4001-4024—Landscape maintenance, hand and mechanical 
weed control, 4/1-4/5.
Common Areas—Treatment for voles, moles, gophers and 
squirrels (Rozol Vole Bait, Talpirid, Gopher Coetter Type 2 Bait, 
Rodent Bait Diphacinone .005% and .01%), scheduled for 3/4.
Glen Arden
7698-7752 and 7753-7787 (odd)—Landscape maintenance, 
hand and mechanical weed control, 3/18-3/22.
Roof replacement throughout the district, in planning.
Gutter cleaning in progress throughout the district.
Heights
8480-8505—Landscape maintenance, hand and mechanical 
weed control, 3/11-3/15.
Gutter cleaning throughout the district, 3/4-3/9.
Hermosa
8005-8032, 8100-8121 and lower Chardonay Lake area—
Landscape maintenance, hand and mechanical weed control, 
3/11-3/15.
Highland
7500-7573—Landscape maintenance, hand and mechanical 
weed control in progress.
7600-7660, 7711-7715 and 7880-7889—Landscape 
maintenance, hand and mechanical weed control, 3/4-3/8.
Turf pre-emergent herbicide—crabgrass and broadleaf control 
(Site Pro 0.42% prodiamine plus fertilizer) EPA REG No.53883-
29759759, in progress.
Montgomery
6001-6068 and 6127-6136—Landscape maintenance, hand and 
mechanical weed control, 3/4-3/8.
6043-6045 (Fire Incident)—Waiting for permits prior to schedule repairs.
Olivas
8600-8645, 8651-8664 and Vineyard Center—Landscape 
maintenance, hand and mechanical weed control in progress.
8740-8752, 8769-8807 and Foothill Center—Landscape 
maintenance, hand and mechanical weed control, 4/1-4/5.
Trash enclosure light installations in progress throughout the district.
8754—Slab leak repairs in progress.
Sonata
2000-2024 and 2032-2064—Landscape maintenance, hand and 
mechanical weed control, 4/1-4/5.
Valle Vista
9037-9047 and 9067-9072—Landscape maintenance, hand and 
mechanical weed control in progress.
Parks and Banks—Landscape maintenance, hand and 
mechanical weed control, 3/4-3/8.
Verano
7001-7060 and 7395-7404—Landscape maintenance, hand and 
mechanical weed control, 4/1-4/5.
Turf pre-emergent herbicide—crabgrass and broadleaf control 
(Site Pro 0.42% prodiamine plus fertilizer) EPA REG No.53883-
29759759, in progress.

Common Areas—Treatment for voles, moles, gophers and 
squirrels (Rozol Vole Bait, Talpirid, Gopher Coetter Type 2 Bait, 
Rodent Bait Diphacinone .005% and .01%), scheduled for 3/4.
Association
Common Areas—Treatment for voles, moles, gophers and 
squirrels (Rozol Vole Bait, Talpirid, Gopher Coetter Type 2 Bait, 
Rodent Bait Diphacinone .005% and .01%), every Monday.
Irrigation repairs throughout the Villages, ongoing.
Shrub beds, cement cracks, random (Roundup Pro Max EPA-
524-579), spot weed herbicide spray throughout the districts, 
ongoing. 
Turf herbicide—broadleaf (Turflon Ester EPA #62719-566), spot 
weed herbicide spray throughout the districts, ongoing.
Annual Crape Myrtle tree pruning in progress throughout the districts.
Landscape drainage repairs in progress in various districts.
Turf pre-emergent herbicide—crabgrass and broadleaf control 
(Site Pro 0.42% prodiamine plus fertilizer) EPA REG No.53883-
29759759, throughout the districts, in progress.
Club Centers
Shrub beds, cement cracks, (Roundup Pro Max EPA-524-579), 
spot weed herbicide spray throughout Club Centers, ongoing. 
Turf pre-emergent herbicide—crabgrass and broadleaf control 
(Site Pro 0.42% prodiamine plus fertilizer) EPA REG No.53883-
29759759, in progress.
Upper and lower gardens—Electric perimeter fence weed clearing 
in progress.
Cribari Center—Sound and lighting replacement, in planning.
Montgomery Pool and Spa—Replastering project, in progress.

For Pesticide information on pest control or landscape, 
please contact Customer Service at 408-223-4670 or visit 
the Corporation Yard at 3401 The Villages Fairway Drive. San 
Jose, CA 95135 or visit the Resident Portal and click on the 
Pesticides button for pest control or landscape.

Comcast Appointments for 2024
Continuing in 2024 The Villages’ Comcast representative Deisy 

Gomez, will be hosting Virtual Customer Events (one-on-one) to 
discuss your questions regarding service, your bills and Xfinity 
products from the comfort of your home. 

Sessions will be available on Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
For access to online calendar use this link: https://calendly.com/
deisygomez1326/the-villages

As part of your Villages amenities, you also have access to a 
dedicated Xfinity Support team when you call Comcast/Xfinity 
at 855-307-4896.

Also in 2024, onsite Wednesday visits from Comcast/Xfinity 
at The Villages are listed below.

March 6, noon to 2 p.m. 	 Sequoia Room, Cribari Center
April 10, noon to 2 p.m.	 Sequoia Room, Cribari Center
May 8, noon to 2 p.m.	  	 Sequoia Room, Cribari Center
June 5, noon to 2 p.m. 		 Sequoia Room, Cribari Center
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The Villages Association
Solicitation of Candidates Form 

The deadline for nominations for The Villages Association Board of Director candidates for this year’s election is March 
26, 2024, at 5 p.m.

Pursuant to California Civil Code §5105(a)(3), The Villages Association Bylaws Section 6.1.2, and The Villages Associa-
tion Election Rules Section 3.2.1, any Member who satisfies the qualifications and is not otherwise prohibited from running 
for the Board may place their name in nomination by completing this “Solicitation of Candidates Form” and submitting 
this form to the President (Diana Hallock) or Secretary (Patricia Reardon) of the Board before the above posted deadline.

STATEMENT OF CANDIDACY
2024 Election of Directors

I am interested in serving on the Board of Directors of The Villages Association.  

			   Member’s Name 

			   Property Address(es) within The Villages Association.

			   Mailing Address, If Different

			   Daytime Telephone Number				    E-mail Address

The attached statement explains my qualifications to serve as a director and, if elected, my goals for the community. 
Statements are limited to 250 words. Sample candidate statements and formatting guidelines are available in the General 
Manager’s office or by contacting jmeadows@the-villages.com. Please attach your candidate statement to this form.

Qualified candidates’ names and addresses will be included on the Candidate Registration List and statements will be 
published in the voting materials that accompany the ballots in the election of directors, as well as published in The Villager 
newspaper. Telephone numbers and email addresses are for internal use only and will not be published with the statements.

The deadline for nominations for The Villages Association Board of Director candidates for this year’s election is Tues-
day, March 26, 2024, at 5 p.m.

Candidates’ statements must be received no later than April 26, 2024, in order to be included in the official voting ma-
terials. Candidates’ statements may be sent to The Villages Association c/o Julia Meadows, Senior AGM—Chief of Staff, 
5000 Cribari Lane, San Jose, CA 95135, or jmeadows@the-villages.com.

THE VILLAGES ASSOCIATION ELECTIONS RULES

N O T I C E
The Villages 

Association
The deadline for nomina-

tions for The Villages Associa-
tion Board of Director candi-
dates for this year’s election 
is March 26, 2024, at 5 p.m.

Pursuant to California Civil 
Code §5105(a)(3), The Villages 
Association Bylaws Section 
6.1.2, and The Villages Asso-
ciation Election Rules Section 
3.2.1, any Member who satis-
fies the qualifications and is 
not otherwise prohibited from 
running for the Board may 
place their name in nomination 
by completing the “Solicita-
tion of Candidates Form” and 
submitting the form to the 
President (Diana Hallock) or 
Secretary (Patricia Reardon) 
of the Board before the above 
posted deadline.

ARTICLE 3: Candidates for the Board and Nomination Procedures

3.1 Qualification of Candidates. 
Candidates for the Board must be Members at the time of their nomination and (i) must meet any other qualifications or restric-

tions set forth in these Election Rules and (ii) must meet any other qualifications or restrictions set forth in the Bylaws so long as 
they do not conflict with these Election Rules. In the case of a Member that is not a natural person (such as a corporation or other 
entity), the entity Member shall have the power to appoint a natural person as the “Member” for purposes of director elections. 
The Association shall disqualify a nominee for the Board for any of the following reasons:

	 3.1.1 The nominee is not a Member.
	 3.1.2 The nominee does not reside within The Villages condominium project.
	 3.1.3 If the nominee, if elected, would be serving on the Board at the same time as serving on the Board of The Villages 

Golf and Country Club.
	 3.1.4 If the nominee, if elected, would be serving on the Board at the same time as another owner of the same separate 

interest and the other person is either properly nominated for the current election or is an incumbent director.
	 3.1.5 If the nominee, at the time of nomination, is delinquent in the payment of regular and/or special assessments. A nominee 

shall not be considered “delinquent” if the delinquency relates to the payment of fines, fines renamed as assessments, collection 
charges, late charges, or costs levied by a third party and/or if the nominee: (a) has paid the regular or special assessment under 
protest; (b) has entered into a payment plan for repayment of the delinquent assessments and is not delinquent in payments due 
under the plan; or (c) the nominee has requested and has not been provide an opportunity to engage in internal dispute resolution.

	 3.1.6 If the nominee has been a member of the Association for less than one year.
	 3.1.7 If the nominee discloses, or if the Association is aware or becomes aware of, a past criminal conviction that would, if 

the Member was elected, either prevent the Association from purchasing the fidelity bond coverage required by Civil Code section 
5806 or terminate the Association’s existing fidelity bond coverage.

3.2 Nominations.
3.2.1 Solicitation of Candidates. At least thirty (30) days before the deadline for submitting a nomination, the Association shall 

provide general notice of the procedure and deadline for submitting a nomination for the Board. Any Member who satisfies the 
qualifications and is not otherwise prohibited from running for the Board may place their name in nomination for the Board by 
submitting the nomination before the published deadline for receiving nominations. In addition, the Board may recruit qualified 
candidates and/or may appoint a nominating committee to nominate qualified candidates.

3.2.2	 No Write-Ins. No “write-in” candidates shall be permitted on the ballots in the election of directors.

Upcoming 
Comcast/Xfinity 
Preventative 
Maintenance

Our Comcast/Xfinity repre-
sentative Deisy Gomez relayed 
a service message for all her 
Villages customers:

I want to thank you all for 
your continued patience. I have 
enjoyed talking to each and 
every one of you. I wanted to 
give you an update Comcast/
Xfinity the Network Team will 
be on site between 7 a.m. and 
4 p.m. on Monday, February 
26 to Friday, March 1. We will 
be conducting preventative 
maintenance on the nodes 
throughout The Villages with 
little to no service interruption. 
Preventative maintenance is 
crucial for keeping equipment 
and systems running smoothly. 
Regular inspections and clean-
ing can help identify and ad-
dress potential issues before 
they escalate, reducing the risk 
of unexpected breakdowns. 
Please don’t hesitate to reach 
out to me with any questions 
or concerns: Deisy_Gomez@
comcast.com

The network team is going 
to work hard not to cause any 
disruptions, and any service 
interruption, if it occurs, will 
only last a few minutes of be-
ing offline.

For outage details, visit the 
Resident Portal. Deisy has 
created Google Maps inter-
face that shows the affected 
addresses on a per-day basis 
for the nodes they’ll be work-
ing on.
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Lucy’s House Cleaning
Professional Work

Very Trustworthy
30 years of experience
(Villagers’ references

available)
Licensed, Free Estimates

408-315-0469
3/7

CASH PAID
Gold/Costume Jewelry, 

Sterling, Diamonds, Coins, 
Stamps

Tom 1-408-607-7142
7/18

JAMES PAINTING
Villages Resident
Lic.No.500613,C33

408-210-0859
jamespainting7@comcast.net

Villages References
7/4

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Rental
Montgomery Single Level 

1 Bedroom,
Furnished Condo

Available June 1st, 2024, 
6 to 9 months

$2300
408-701-7442

2/29

Rent 1 of 2 bedrm/bath
Cribari Condo

$1,000/mo + 
1/2 PG&E,

408-532-1185
2/29

Appliance Repair
Maintenance

Trained, Licensed
Insured Repair Specialist

All Major Brand Appliances
Richard: 408-439-9645
armrepair@gmail.com
www.armrepair.com

3/7

E&J Appliance Repair
Servicing all major 
kitchen appliances,
Including Laundry

Ricky
408-431-0545
408-753-6273

5/2

Ferguson Carpet / Tile / 
Upholstery Cleaning

408-369-8595
Truck Mount

Steam Cleaning
4/25

We Fix PC’s / Macs & 
Networks

On-Site 7 days, 
8 AM to 10 PM

BBB A+, 2350 Clients, 
Same day

408-866-5121
In business since 1988

Computerexpertscorp.com
2/29

COMPUTER SERVICE
All Problems Solved

GUARANTEED
Villages References
Raj: 408-644-5016

4/25

The Drapery Lady
Custom Draperies, Blinds,

Shades & Shutters.
Over 25 Years Experience

408-981-1874
5/9

MARK’S FLOORS
LUXURY VINYL FLOORS

TILE/BATHROOMS
Over 2,500

VILLAGERS INSTALLED

Mark: 408-569-5046
LIC.#720423

3/28

RNScrub Foot Care
Medical Pedicure

For: Long, Thick, Discolored 
Nails, Corn/Callus

(650) 855-2650
RNScrubFootCare.com

3/28

Master Maintenance
Air Conditioning / Heating /

Water Heaters
Installations, Repairs

Preventative Maintenance
Phone 408-242-3082

Lic.#767008
Villagers References

Villages Resident
7/11

Rosa’s House Cleaning
Weekly-Bi-weekly-Monthly
Licensed-Insured & Bonded

References available
408-931-1330

3/21

Pink Ladies
House Cleaning

408-375-1760
408-717-2327

Weekly, Biweekly, Monthly
Free Estimates

Licensed, insured
10/3

California Law limits the minimum 
age and maximum number of oc-
cupants in a unit. Details available 
at the Public Safety Administra-
tion Office. Licensed Real Estate 
professionals advertising in The 
Villager are required to name them-
selves as agent or broker, or list the 
name of the brokerage for whom 
they work as part of their ad. This 
is in compliance with Real Estate 
Law Section 10140.6.

Real Estate

To Place a Classified Ad
Adrienne Reed: 408-223-4657, areed@the-villages.com  
Kory Tran: 408-754-1341, ktran@the-villages.com

Ad copy is due Monday at 4 p.m. 
The Villages does not endorse or guarantee any advertisement or insert using space in this paper to reach our readers. It is 
the responsibility of the users of these services to check references and claims made. Residents, please be aware California 
State law mandates any contractor bidding for a job more than $500 in parts and labor must be licensed. The Contrac-
tors State License Board (1-800-321-2752) may be contacted regarding any questions or concerns about a contractor.

Villages
Business
Directory

Traveling Notary 
408-425-0614

Maxine: drmaxa@comcast.net

Services
Appliances

Carpet Cleaning

Carpet
Cleaning

SUP-R-KLEEN
Carpet Cleaning

Tile & Grout
Furniture

Wood Floors
Carpet Stretching
Licensed - Insured

408-449-6185
2/14

Computers

Draperies

Flooring

Health & Wellness

Heating & A/C

Housecleaning

Housecleaning 
(continued)

Jewelry & Coins

Landscape

Landscape

Rick’s Lawn Care 
& Property Maintenance

Gardening
Yard clean ups

JUNK REMOVAL

Rick
408-439-9706

3/7

Painting
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WINTER SPECIALS
FAITH PAINTING

www.faithpainting.com
faith_painting@yahoo.com

408-281-7500
7 Min from The Villages

FREE ESTIMATES!
FREE COLOR 

CONSULTATION!
COMPETITIVE PRICE 

MATCHING!

RESIDENTIAL PAINTING 
SPECIALIST

EXTERIOR - INTERIOR 
PAINTING

DRYWALL/TEXTURE 
REPAIRS

HANDYMAN SERVICES
CABINETS - FINE FINISHES

30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
INSURED & BONDED

LIC. NO. 651686
GREAT REFERENCES!

4/4

- Errands, Deliveries
- Companionship, Rides

- Shopping, Pharmacy, 
Grocery, Appointments

- Home & Garage Organizing
Villages References

THAIS
(408) 396-9912

marquezt634@gmail.com
3/7

A.L. Plumbing
Honest, reliable & 

friendly service.
Bonded & Insured

We also unclog drains.
Lic#1038274
408-724-1531

10% senior discounts on labor
4/11

ALVCO & SONS 
PLUMBING

One Year Guarantee
Serving the Villages

for 20+ years
Call for a

FREE ESTIMATE
#B585720,C-36
408-767-1298

5/16

Home Trouble?
Call Louie the Handyman

Repairs, Painting, 
Window Cleaning,

picture and mirror hanging.
408-802-6128

2/29

Caregiver 
Full-time/Part-time

13 Years experience
408-580-7639

2/29

Caregivers 24/7
Excellent Services

Experienced, Reliable, 
Trustworthy

Affordable Rate
References Available

Serving Villagers for 15 years
408-896-7405
408-896-7404
408-896-7403

3/21

18 years working in Villages
Certified 

private care 
assistant/caregiver
Excellent Referrals

Live In/Hourly
Mila: 408-660-6459

3/7

EssentialCare
Quality, Affordable 

In-home Care
Licensed, bonded, insured.
Honest, reliable, certified.

Hourly/Live-in
A+ ratings

CALIC# 434700088
Free consult.
408-368-6918

4/4

Andy’s Shoe Repair
2850 Quimby Road

Suite 100
408-270-0850

6/27

Tile & Grout King Inc
Tile Installation + 
Grout Restoration

Dependable + Skilled
Lic#895985

Bonded, Insured
Info@TileAndGroutKing.com

408-930-TILE (8453)
1902 Lafayette St. Suite C

Santa Clara, CA 95050
2/29

Melesurgo’s Masonry
Kitchen & Bathroom 

Remodel

Tile-Brick-Concrete-
Stone-Pavers

Fireplace-Pizza Oven-
Outdoor BBQ

Angelo Melesurgo
Villager References

apmelesurgo@yahoo.com
408-499-4061

License#944627
3/21

Remy: 650-776-8850
Villages Resident
Airports, Doctors 
Appointments,
Dependable

8/15

Schwinn 250 
Recumbent bike
$150/best offer

Leave message: 
408-903-3342

2/29

ESE ESTATE SALE
7833 Prestwick Circle

GLEN ARDEN VILLAGE

Friday, March 1,
10AM—2PM

Saturday, March 2,
10AM—12 NOON

Bedroom, Dining, Living 
Room Furniture; Office, Patio 

Furniture & Accessories; 
Dremel 3D Printer; Home 
Décor; Fine China; Small 
Appliances; Kitchenware; 

Glassware; Flatware; Wall Art 
& Wall Accessories; Books; 

Electronics; CDs; DVDs; 
Garage Items; Tools Galore!!

And much more.
2/29

Grand piano, furniture, 
household items,

lots of FREE items too.
Email 

AQPETERS@COMCAST.NET
for more info. or pictures.

3/7

2014 Club Car 
Precedent Golf Cart

$4000/OBO.
Call 408-892-7982

2/29

2010 E-Z-GO RXV 48v AC 
Drive Golf Cart. 

Includes Sunbrella Enclosure. 
$3,500/obo.

Call Diana: 971-645-7796.
2/29

Wanted: Sports Cards & 
Collectibles - Baseball, 

Football, Basketball, Hockey, 
Soccer, Hot Wheels, 

Action Figures, Barbie, Comic 
Books, Toys & Video Games...

etc. Cash for small & large 
collections.
Call or Text-

831-801-2113

Painting
(continued)

Painting

Piazza Painting
408-674-6333

Interior / Exterior
Lic#877626

Popcorn Removal
Free Estimates

Color Consultation
2/29

Painting

Detail-Pro Painting Co.
Wallpaper Removal

License#857694
Bonded, Insured

35 Years Experience
408-509-9400

5/16

Personal
Assistance

Plumbing

Plumbing

Venture Plumbing— 
The very best for your

 home plumbing

Venture Plumbing Company is 
offering 20% off any plumbing 
service for 55+ seniors at the 
Villages in San Jose, we look 
forward to providing quality 

plumbing services 
to your community.

Senior discount offer cannot 
be combined with any other 

special offers

Venture Plumbing
Lic. #934775
Call us today!

1-866-483-6887
6/6

Repair/Handyperson

Senior In-Home Care

Senior
In-Home Care

OUTSTANDING AND
EXCELLENT

Vista Verde Home Services

Bonded, Licensed, Insured
Hourly, Live-in, Transport

Great References
Free Assessment
(408) 509-1257

2/15

Senior
In-Home Care

Caregivers
CARE  ON  CALL

Licensed, Bonded, Insured.
Caregivers are employees,

 Not independent contractors.
Trained and supervised.

Hourly, Live-in
Free Assessment

References Available.
408-857-1872

12/19

Senior In-Home
Care (continued)

Shoe Repair

Tile/Tiling

Transportation

For Sale

Golf Carts

Wanted



Page 24  The Villager February 29, 2024

More COMMUNITY NOTICES

Exploring Sustainability at The Villages
Special Projects and Sustainability at The Villages is developing exciting programs and initia-

tives. Special projects are just that—short-term and long-term assignments including compliance, 
permitting, safety, contract review and oversight, and researching and exploring opportunities to 
reduce our carbon footprint and enhance the quality of life for current and future residents. 

The wealth of sustainability information available to individuals and businesses is staggering. 
We plan to partner with civic and private sector organizations, provide resident education initia-
tives, and re-think some business strategies. Our focus includes economic, environmental, and 
social goals that will include better recycling practices, optimizing the use of existing resources, 
and developing a well-thought-out targeted plan. We believe that by working together as a com-
munity, we can create a more sustainable and vibrant Villages for generations to come. 

Your feedback and involvement are crucial to our success. We welcome ideas, suggestions, or 
questions you may have as we begin on this journey together at mtatum@the-villages.com. Thank 
you for your support and enthusiasm for building a more sustainable and prosperous Villages.

			   —Mary Tatum, Director of Special Projects & Sustainability

How to get senior exemption 
for school district parcel tax

You may file for an exemption from the annual $125 Evergreen 
School District parcel tax on your principal residence if you are at 
least age 65 or will be age 65 by May 31, 2024. If there are joint own-
ers of your principal residence, only one owner needs to be age 65. 

If you had the exemption from the parcel tax for 2023/2024, 
your exemption will be automatically renewed by the School 
District. There is nothing more you need to do. This article is 
about new exemption requests. 

If you would like to apply for the exemption for the 2024/2025 
tax year, you may file online at www.eesd.org. Click on “Com-
munity” and then click “Senior Parcel Tax Exemption”. You will 
need to upload documents to prove three things.

1. Proof of ownership: Your current property tax bill
2. Proof of residence: Your current PG&E bill (within 45 days)
3. Proof of birth date: Your driver license, passport, or birth 
	    certificate
You may also apply in person for the exemption at the School 

District Office at 3188 Quimby Road, Monday – Friday from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. through June 30, 2024. No appointment is required. Hint 
from the office: There is a lot of traffic during 8 to 8:30 a.m. and 
2 to 2:30 p.m. (These are drop-off and pickup times for students 
at Quimby Middle School).

If you are new to The Villages and the address on your driver’s 
license does not match your property tax statement, bring your 
Villages residency card and a second bill showing your address 
to substantiate your residency. 

Also, if you do not yet have a property tax statement, take 
your escrow purchase statement and related papers to the dis-
trict office. Before the appointment go to www.sccassessor.org 
and enter your address in the Property Record Search box to 
find the Assessor’s Parcel Number. The district needs the APN 
for your application. 

Not sure whether you have the exemption? Go to your last 
property tax bill. Look on the back page under the section labeled 
“Parcel Tax / Special Assessments”. If a line item is “Evergreen 
Measure EE 2018 $125” you are paying the tax. If you can’t find 
this listing, it means you are currently exempt from the tax and 
the exemption will continue. 

Note: The Senior Resource Services (SRS) office hours for 
drop-in assistance are Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10 
a.m. to noon. in the Cribari Center. You may also leave a message 
at 408-239-5253 or e-mail SRS at villagessrs@sbcglobal.net. The 
purpose of SRS is to provide education and general business 
and financial information. All assistance is free and confidential.

SRS Information:
SF Bay Restoration parcel tax

SRS has been asked about a possible exemption for the SF Bay Restoration Authority parcel 
tax. Unfortunately, there is no Senior or Low Income exemption for this parcel tax. 

There is an exemption available for this parcel tax for Contiguous Parcels. This would be a resi-
dence that is on more than one parcel—such as a house on one parcel and a portion of the yard 
or garage on another parcel. The homeowner could request an exemption for the second parcel.

SENIOR RESOURCE SERVICES
ADVERTISEMENT

Recycle, Reuse, Repurpose
By Dianne Doughty, Sustainable Villages Community

Recently I received an email from one 
of our Sustainability members introducing 
me to a way she saves money and is an 
environmentally sustainable practice. She 
uses a rack that she purchased to dry all 
her plastic bags. She had mentioned that 
she couldn’t remember the last time she 
bought closured plastic bags. I’ve used 
this method over the years but I have my 
counter “chickens” whose heads and tails 

provide the necessary drip drying function. 
Another simple repurpose practice is to cover a bowl with 

another flat dish. You do not need to use plastic wrap. 
If you don’t recycle a product, then reuse it or repurpose if 

possible. We can all look back to our parent’s practices and 
realize that they functioned very well without plastics. We need 
to move back to this direction. Please send your “recycle, reuse 
or repurpose” practice to share with our community. Send your 
practices to doughtydianne@gmail.com.

 Do this for our children, grandchildren and our planet. For 
more information, visit sustainablevillages.vgcc.club


